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FORTY-THIRD   ANNUAL  MEETING. 


THE  Forty-thied  Annual  and  Anniversary  Meeting  of  The  Amer- 
ican Numismatic  and  Archaeological  Society  was  held  at  the  Rooms 
of  the  Society,  in   the  Academy-of -Medicine  Building,  17   West 
43d  Street,  New  York,  on  Monday  evening,  March  18,  1901,  at  half -past 
eight  o'clock,  President  Zabriskie  presiding. 

The  Secretary  read  the  minutes  of  the  Regular  Meeting,  January  21, 
1901,  which  were  on  motion  approved,  after  which  the  Annual  Reports  of 
the  Officers  and  various  Committees  were  presented. 

REPORT  OF  THE  EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE. 

To  the  President  and  Members  of  The  American  Numismatic  and  Archceological  Society: 

Your  Executive  Committee  takes  great  pleasure  iu  reporting  the  continued 
growth  and  prosperity  of  the  Society.  The  active  membership  roll  is  larger  than 
ever  before ;  the  permanent  funds  of  the  Society  now  amount  to  $8,490.00  as  against 
$7,901.25  one  year  ago.  Our  Librarian  has  hard  work  to  find  shelf  room  for  the  new 
books  received,  and  the  Curator  is  now  negotiating  for  the  purchase  of  an  additional 
large  cabinet,  which  is  rendered  necessary  by  the  great  increase  in  the  Society's 
collections. 

The  collection  of  Insignia  of  American.  Military  Societies  contains  a  number 
of  specimens  of  much  importance,  and,  if  systematic  efforts  continue  to  be  made,  it 
will  in  time  grow  to  be  of  great  interest  and  value. 

The  School  for  Die  Cutting,  suggested  by  our  President  in  his  last  annual 
address,  is  now  in  successful  operation  and  has  attracted  much  attention  among  those 
who  feel  an  interest  in  the  improvement  of  medallic  art  in  this  country.  Much  credit 
is  due  to  the  most  efficient  committee  having  the  matter  in  charge,  and  especially  to 
its  chairman,  Mr.  Woodbury  Gr.  Langdon. 

The  Society's  exhibit  at  the  Paris  Exposition  has  been  safely  returned.  It  was 
most  creditable  to  the  Society  and  received  the  award  of  a  gold  medal. 

An  amendment  to  the  Constitution,  providing  that  in  future  only  those  residing 
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in  foreign  countries  shall  be  eligible  to  election  as  corresponding  members,  was  pre- 
sented at  the  last  regular  meeting  of  the  Society,  and  will  be  called  up  for  action 
this  evening. 

It  seems  but  just  to  the  constantly  increasing  number  of  active  members  who 
reside  at  a  distance  from  New  York,  that  we  should  refrain  from  electing  corres- 
ponding members  who  live  as  near,  and  giving  them  the  privileges  of  the  Society 
without  cost.  It  was  not  thought  well,  however,  to  take  such  a  radical  step  as 
abolishing  the  roll  of  American  Corresponding  Members  who  were  elected  in  the 
past,  but  your  Committee  would  recommend  that  such  of  these  corresponding  mem- 
bers as  have  ceased  to  correspond,  and  no  longer  manifest  any  interest  ia  the  Society, 
be  dropped  from  the  roll. 

Another  amendment  to  the  Constitution  and  By-Laws,  to  be  acted  on  this 
evening,  changes  the  date  of  the  Annual  Meeting  from  March  to  January,  which,  in 
the  judgment  of  your  Committee,  is  a  much  better  time  for  the  Society  to  begin  its 
new  year. 

Since  the  last  Annual  Meeting  the  Society  has  held  three  regular  meetings  and 
three  meetings  for  the  reading  of  papers  and  the  Executive  Committee  has  held  ten 
meetings. 

Your  Committee  would  recommend  the  election  of  the  following  Active 
Members : 

Mrs.  William  Bucknell,  Philadelphia  ;  Miss  Elizabeth  Cheney,  Wellesley,  Mass.; 
Miss  Blanche  Nevin,  Churchtown,  Pa.;  Messrs.  Henry  C.  Frick,  Pittsburg,  Pa.; 
Charles  Haviland  Mekeel,  St.  Louis,  Mo.;  Arthur  Livingston  Piatt,  Brooklyn; 
William  Gray  Schauffler,  M.D.,  Lakewood,  N.  J.;  and  Eichard  A.  Canfield,  Robert 
E.  Dowling,  S.  Whitney  Dunscomb,  Jr.,  John  S.  Durancl,  Frederick  S.  Gibbs,  Alfred 
M.  Hoyt,  Isidore  Konti,  A.  G.  Mills,  William  R  Peters,  Joseph  Schweizer,  Nikola 
Tesla,  and  John  Yisscher  Wheeler,  of  New  York  City. 

With  the  election  of  these  new  members  the  rolls  of  the  Society  will  consist  of 
16  Honorary    Members,    200   Active — of  whom    95    are   Life   Members,    and    69 
Corresponding  Members,  a  total  of  285. 
All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

Andrew  C.  Zabriskie, 
Henry  Russell  Drowne, 
Woodbury  G-.  Langdon, 
Bauman  Lowe  Belden, 
J.  Sanford  Saltus, 
Charles  Pryer, 
Herbert  Yalentine, 
Edward  G-roh, 

Executive   Committee. 


REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  PAPERS  AND  PUBLICATIONS. 

Mr.  President  and  Fellow  Members : — 

Your  Committee  on  Papers  and  Publications  would  report  that  during  the  year 
three  meetings  have  been  held  under  its  auspices. 
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December  6,  1900.  Mr.  Andrew  C.  Zabriskie  read  a  paper  entitled  "The 
Medallic  History  of  Abraham  Lincoln,"  illustrated  with  stereopticon  views ; 
at  the  same  time  a  silver  loving  cup  was  presented  to  Mr.  Edward  Groh,  the  Curator 
and  one  of  the  founders  of  the  Society,  by  Mr.  Henry  Russell  Drowne,  on  behalf 
of  a  number  of  the  members  of  the  Society. 

December  27,  1900.  Mr.  Bauman  L.  Belclen  read  a  paper  on  "  The  Insignia 
of  American  Military  Societies  since  the  War  of  1812,"  and  exhibited  a  large 
number  of  specimens.  The  insignia  that  formed  a  part  of  the  Society's  exhibit  at 
the  Paris  Exposition  was  also  on  exhibition. 

February  14,  1901.  Mr.  Charles  Pryer  read  a  paper  on  "  Early  Greek  His- 
tory, as  Illustrated  by  its  Coins." 

The  Proceedings  and  Papers  of  the  Forty-second  Annual  Meeting  were  printed 
and  distributed  in  the  early  fall. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

J.  Sanford  Saltus, 
Charles  Pryer, 
Henry  Clinton  Backus, 

Committee. 


REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  PARIS  EXPOSITION. 

Mr.  President,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen: — 

At  the  Annual  Meeting  of  a  year  ago  quite  an  extended  report  was  made 
descriptive  of  the  coins,  medals,  and  decorations  sent  to  the  Paris  Exposition.  The 
material  arrived  safely  in  Paris,  and,  thanks  to  the  energetic  work  of  our  fellow 
members,  Messrs.  Brenner,  Saltus,  and  Kunz,  the  case  was  in  place  and  the  exhibit 
ready  on  the  opening  day. 

It  is  very  gratifying  to  the  Committee  to  be  able  to  report  that  we  have  received 
a  notification  to  the  effect  that  the  Society  has  been  awarded  a  Gold  Medal. 

At  the  close  of  the  Exposition  the  coins,  medals,  decorations,  and  the  case  as 
well,  were  packed  up  and  returned,  arriving  safely  and  all  the  valuable  material  has 
since  been  restored  to  their  proper  places  in  our  Cabinets  and  the  Orders  and  In- 
signia of  the  Military,  Patriotic,  and  Historic-Commemorative  Societies  of  this 
country  have  all  been  safely  returned  to  their  various  owners. 

The  correspondence  regarding  this  loan  collection,  and  the  receipts  given  at  the 
time  of  securing  the  loans,  and  acknowledging  the  return  of  the  decorations,  have 
all  been  carefully  preserved,  so  that  the  Society  has  been  completely  released  from 
all  the  obligations  incurred,  and  we  now  take  pleasure  in  turning  all  the  documents 
and  memoranda  over  to  the  Society  for  preservation  in  the  archives. 

Our  members  will  be  glad  to  learn  that  the  sending  of  this  collection  to  Paris, 
and  its  prior  exhibition  in  New  York,  not  only  resulted  to  the  benefit  of  the  Society 
both  at  home  and  abroad,  but  has  also  led  to  the  formation  of  a  collection  of  the  In- 
signia and  Decorations  of  Military  and  Patriotic  Societies,  and  though  only  a  year 
has  now  elapsed  we  already  possess  quite  a  fair  representation,  chief  among  which  is 
that  of  the  Society  of  the  Cincinnati. 
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As  your  Committee  rests  from  its  labors,  it  would  seem  in  order  that  it  now  be 
discharged. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

Henry  Eussell  Dbowne, 
Edward  Geoh, 
Heebert  Valentine, 
Bauman  L.  Belden, 
Andrew  C.  Zabriskie, 

Committee. 


REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  SCHOOL  FOR  DIE  CUTTING. 

The  Committee  on  School  for  Die  Cutting  and  Medal  Engraving  respectfully 
reports  that  the  school  is  now  in  successful  operation  at  the  building  of  the  National 
Academy  of  Design.  Mr.  C.  J.  Pike,  the  instructor,  was  engaged  in  January  last 
and  the  class  commenced  with  two  pupils.  The  number  now  in  attendance  is  nine. 
Instruction  up  to  the  present  time  has  been  confined  solely  to  modeling  and 
designing  in  clay. 

The  National  Academy  of  Design  is  associated  in  the  joint  management  of  the 
school  with  this  Society,  and  furnishes  the  room,  including  heat  and  light.  The 
other  expenses,  including  the  salary  of  the  instructor,  are  borne  by  this  Society.  A 
special  fund  has  been  raised  by  private  subscription  to  defray  the  expenses  of  the 
school,  estimated  at  $800  per  annum. 

The  following  are  the  names  of  the  contributors,  with  the  amounts  subscribed : 

Andrew  C.  Zabriskie, 
J.  Hull  Browning, 
Woodbury  G-.  Langdon, 
J.  Sanford  Saltus, 
M.  Taylor  Pyne,     . 
Frederick  E.  Hyde,  M.  D., 
Charles  Pryer, 
Herbert  Valentine, 
Herman  C.  von  Post, 
J.  Kensett  Olyphant, 
James  W.  Ellsworth, 
Samuel  P.  Avery,  Jr., 
Edward  Groh, 
John  N.  Golding,  . 
Charles  W.  Maury, 
Alfred  J.  Bloor,      . 
J.  Coolidge  Hills, 
Henry  Parish, 
Andrew  C.  Zabriskie, 


Mr.  Langdon    has  offered    the  Woodbury  G.  Langdon  prize  of  $100,  to  be 
awarded  at  the  close  of  the  school  year. 

The  National  Academy  of  Design  has  appointed  Messrs.  J.  Carroll  Beckwith,  J. 
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C.  Nicoll,  and  Frederick  Dielman  its  representatives,  to  co-operate  with  your  Com- 
mittee in  the  management  of  the  school. 

The  official  title  of  the  school,  as  approved  by  the  joint  Committee  of  this 
Society  and  the  National  Academy  of  Design,  at  a  recent  meeting,  is  as  follows : 
"  School  for  Coin  and  Medal  Designing  and  Die  Cutting,  under  the  joint  direction 
of  The  American  Numismatic  and  Archaeological  Society  and  the  National 
Academy  of  Design." 

Woodbury  Gr.  Langdon, 
J.  Sanford  Saltus, 
Andrew  C.  Zabriskie, 

Committee. 


REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  BRENNER  RESOLUTION. 

Mr.  President  and  Fellow  Members  : 

As  directed  at  the  late  meeting  of  the  Society,  this  Committee  has  prepared  an 
engrossed  copy  of  the  following  resolution,  to  be  forwarded  to  Mr.  Brenner,  at  Paris, 
and  would  move  its  adoption. 

Herbert  Valentine, 
J.  Sanford  Saltus, 
Nelson  P.  Pehrson, 

Committee. 

"  The  American  Numismatic  and  Archaeological  Society  of  the  City  of  New 
York,  at  its  annual  meeting  held  on  March  18,  1901,  unanimously  adopted  the 
following  resolution : 

"  Whereas,  Mr.  Victor  D.  Brenner,  a  member  of  this  Society  and  its  representative 
at  the  Paris  Exposition  of  1900,  by  his  judicious  and  artistic  arrangement  of  the  coins 
and  medals  forming  the  exhibit  of  the  Society,  and  by  his  constant  attention  to  the 
interests  of  the  Society  during  the  term  of  the  Exposition,  greatly  contributed  to- the 
success  of  the  exhibit,  and 

"  Whereas,  this  Society  desires  to  show  its  thanks  to  Mr.  Brenner,  and  to  offer 
him  a  token  of  the  esteem  which  its  members  have  for  him  as  a  man,  and  their 
appreciation  of  his  work  as  an  artist  in  his  chosen  field  of  medal  designing  and  die 
cutting  : 

"Be  it  therefore  Resolved,  that  the  thanks  and  congratulations  of  this  Society  be 
tendered  to  Mr.  Brenner,  with  an  expression  of  its  high  regard. 

"  Bauman  L.  Belden,  "  Andrew  C.  Zabriskie, 

" Recording  Secretary  "President." 

The  resolution  was  unanimously  adopted. 
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TREASURER'S   ANNUAL  REPORT. 


RECEIPTS. 

Balance  on  hand,  March  19, 
1900 

Initiation  fees  and  dues 

Interest  

Membership  certificates  and 
medals 

Life-membership  fees 


628 

14 

990 

00 

360 

00 

5 

00 

500 

00 

2483 

14 

DISBURSEMENTS. 

Rent $       600  00 

Attendance,      refreshments, 

and  extra  room  hire 80  00 

Annual  proceedings 206  01 

Stationery,  postage,  etc ....  161  26 

Expenses  of  exhibit  at  Paris  320  97 
Transferred     to    Permanent 

Funds 500  00 

Balance  on  hand 614  90 

$  2483  14 


PERMANENT     FUNDS. 

New  York  Numismatic  Society  Donation  Fund .... 

Dr.  Isaac  "Wood  Memorial  Fund 

William  Poillon  Fund 

P.  Hackley  Barhydt  Memorial  Fund 

Jay  B.  Cornell  Bequest 

Life-membership  Fund 


$  65 

00 

100 

00 

230 

00 

500 

00 

1000 

00 

6595 

00 

INVESTED     AS     FOLLOWS 

One  $1,000  5%  Bond,  C.  M.  &  St.  P.  R.  R 

One  $1,000  5f0  Bond,  C.  &  N.  W.  R.  R 

Two  $1,000  5f0  Bonds,  N.  Y.  Susq.  &  W.  R.  R 

Two  $1,000  4^  Bonds,  Erie  R.  R.  Prior  Lien 

One  $1,000  4^  Bond,  M.  K.  &  T.  R.  R 

Two  $500  H  Bonds,  M.  K.  &  T.  R.  R 

Deposited  in  Lincoln  National  Bank 


Charles  Pryer. 
Examined  and  found  correct. 

Herbert  Valentine, 
Bauman  L.  Belden, 

Auditing  Committee. 


$  8490  00 

.$  1000  00 

.  1000  00 

.  2000  00 

.  2000  00 

.  1000  00 

. .  1000  00 

, .  490  00 

$  8490  00 
Treasurer. 


LIBRARIAN'S    ANNUAL   REPORT. 

Mr.   President  and  Members  of  the  American  Numismatic  and  Archaeological  Society : 

Since  the  last  Annual  Meeting  the  library  has  received  the  following  accessions  : 
73  bound  volumes,  143  pamphlets,  177  periodicals,  167  catalogues,  8  miscellaneous, 
making  a  total  of  568. 

The  following;  is  a  list  of  the  donors  : 
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American  Museum  of  Natural 

History. 
George  C.  Arnold. 
Samuel  P.  Avery. 
Aztec  Club  of  1847. 
Bavarian  Numismatic  Society. 
Belgian  Numismatic  Society. 
Berlin  Numismatic  Society. 
Bauman  L.  Belden. 
A.  J.  Bloor. 
C.  Calverley. 
City  History  Club. 
Gen.  C.  W.  Darling. 
Department  of  Parks. 
H.  Russell  Drowne. 
Bureau  of  Education. 
Essex  Institute,  The. 
Free  Museum  of  Science  and 

Art,  Univ.  of  Pa. 
French  Numismatic  Society. 
Geographical  Society  of  Phila. 
Edward  Groh. 
L.  and  L.  Hamburger. 
Harvard  University. 
C.  H.  Huberich. 


Library  of  Congress. 

Lyman  H.  Low. 

R.  W.  McLachlan. 

Metropolitan  Museum  of  Art. 

Julius  de  Meili. 

Military  Order  For.  Wars,  Pa. 

Commandery. 
Museum  of  Fine  Arts,  Boston. 
National  Museum,  Rio  Janeiro. 
Naval  Order  of  the  U.  S. 
New  Jersey  Historical  Society. 
New  York  Mercantile  Library. 
N.  Y.  Post  Graduate  Medical 

School. 
Newberry  Library,  The, 

Chicago. 
New  England  Society  in  the 

City  of  N.  Y. 
Numismatic  and  Antiq.  Society 

of  Montreal. 
C.  P.  Nichols. 
Ohio  ArchiB.  and  Historical 

Society. 
Ontario  Historical  Society. 
Daniel  Parish,  Jr. 


Q.  Perini. 

Pratt  Institute. 

Gen.  J.  Watts  de  Peyster. 

Royal  Museum,  Berlin. 

J.  Sanford  Saltus. 

Smithsonian   Institution. 

State  Historical  Society  of 

Wisconsin. 
State  Library,  Albany. 
Swiss  Numismatic  Society. 
Dr.  H.  R.  Storer. 
C.  G.  Thieme,  Leipzig. 
Gen.  Gates  P.  Thurston. 
U.S.  Civil  Service  Commission. 
U.  S.  Department  of 

Agriculture. 
University  of  Toulouse. 
Vienna  Numismatic  Society. 
Herbert  Valentine. 
M.  P.  Vlasto. 
Ethan  AllenWeaver. 
Wyoming  Historical  and 

Geological  Society. 
Yale  University. 
Andrew  C.  Zabriskie. 


The  foregoing  statement  shows  continued  growth  of  the  library,  and,  although 
it  is  lodged  in  somewhat  cramped  quarters,  there  is  always  found  room  sufficient  for 
books  and  pamphlets  relating  to  our  favorite  science.  Accumulations  of  other 
material  have  to  be  sold  or  disposed  of  from  time  to  time,  to  make  place  for  that  which 
is  really  valuable  for  our  purposes.  By  such  methods  the  space  needed  is  secured, 
and  all  gifts  to  the  library  are  made  heartily  welcome. 

A  selected  list  of  bound  volumes,  added  to  the  library  during  the  year,  has  been 
prepared  and  attached  to  the  bulletin-board  outside  the  entrance  to  this  room. 
Twenty-seven  volumes  were  purchased  at  auction  sales,  under  the  sanction  of  the 
Executive  Committee,  at  a  cost  of  $30.80.  In  this  way,  some  valuable  books  in 
which  the  library  was  deficient,  were  secured.  Some  numismatic  periodicals  which 
appear  in  the  list  were  bound  at  the  expense  of  the  Library  Fund. 

While  the  thanks  of  the  Librarian  are  extended  to  all  who  have  made  donations 
to  the  library,  it  seems  proper  to  refer  particularly  to  the  kindness  of  our  esteemed 
fellow- member,  Mr.  Edward  Grroh,  who  has  given  to  the  library  his  manuscript 
volume  entitled  "  Eubbings  from  United  States  Store  Cards,  Medals  and  Tokens." 
The  book  was  prepared  with  the  utmost  care,  is  a  model  of  neatness,  and  is,  of  course, 
absolutely  unique. 

As  referred  to  in  my  last  annual  report,  an  exhibit  of  the  publications  of  this 
Society,  including  some  of  the  more  interesting  illustrations  from  our  series  of  annual 
proceedings,  was  shown  at  the  Paris  Exposition  of  1900. 

The  Library  Fund,  which  is  used  for  binding  and  repairing  purposes,  is  now 
receiving  the  interest  from  the  Isaac  Wood  Memorial  Fund  of  $100,  and  amounts  at 
this  date  to  the  sum  of  $24.82. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

Herbert  Valentine,  Librarian. 
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CURATOR'S  ANNUAL  REPORT. 

Mr.  President  and  Members  of  The  American  Numismatic  and  Archceological  Society: 

The  accessions  to  the  Society's  cabinet  during  the  past  year  have  been  most 
gratifying,  exceeding  in  point  of  numbers  any  year  in  the  history  of  the  Society. 

To  Mr.  J.  Sanford  Saltus  this  Society  is  much  indebted  for  his  many  valuable 
gifts  to  its  cabinets,  among  which  are  :  48  gold  coins  representing  every  crowned  head 
in  Europe  at  the  present  time,  the  rulers  of  England  from  George  I.  to  Victoria,  and 
France  from  Louis  XIII.  to  the  present  Eepublic,  including  varieties  of  Napoleon  I, 
a  collection  of  45  silver  coins  of  England,  representing  every  king  and  queen  from 
William  the  Conqueror  to  Victoria,  including  the  Commonwealth  and  Oliver  Crom- 
well,— a  period  of  over  eight  hundred  years  ;  a  case  containing  32  silver  medals, 
commemorating  each  year  of  the  Pontifical  reign  of  Pope  Pius  IX.,  also  six  similar 
medals  of  Pope  Leo  XIII,  from  1895  to  1900, — which,  added  to  those  already  in  the 
Society's  cabinet,  a  donation  from  Archbishop  Corrigan,  form  a  complete  series  from 
1846  to  1900, — and  other  coins  and  medals  of  much  interest;  also  13  orders  and 
badges  of  American  Military  and  Hereditary  Societies,  of  which  9  are  of  gold.  From 
Mr.  Andrew  C.  Zabriskie  was  received  a  twenty-dollar  gold  piece  of  Kellog  &  Co., 
San  Francisco,  and  a  rare  medal  of  the  South  African  War,  and  from  Mr.  Daniel 
Parish,  Jr.,  an  Indian  Peace  Medal,  in  silver,  of  James  Buchanan,  the  R.  Hoe 
Gutenberg  Medal,  in  silver,  and  a  number  of  others. 

A  donation  of  ten  dollars  each  has  been  received  from  Messrs.  Andrew  C. 
Zabriskie  and  Woodbury  G.  Langdon  and  applied  to  the  purchase  of  medals. 

A  new  feature  has  been  the  formation  of  a  collection  of  the  IT.  S.  Military  and 
Naval  Orders  and  insignia  of  the  various  hereditary  societies,  of  which  a  number 
have  been  secured,  in  addition  to  those  presented  by  Mr.  Saltus. 

Through  the  efforts  of  Mr.  Belden  a  collection  has  also  been  formed  of  the 
Department  badges  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Eepublic,  which  is  within  six  of 
completion. 

It  affords  me  much  pleasure  to  add  that  the  collection  of  Tokens  of  the  Civil 
War,  which  was  placed  here  for  exhibit  during  the  }^ear,  numbering  5286  pieces, 
together  with  the  cabinet  in  which  they  are  arranged,  has  been  donated  to  this 
Society  by  your  Curator. 

During  the  year  7  gold  and  1  silver  coins  and  362  medals  have  been  purchased, 
and  one  coin  received  from  an  unknown  donor.  The  Society's  collection  now 
contains  nearly  19,000  pieces. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  donors : 

Henry  A.  Axline,  Hugo  O.  Greenhoocl,  Daniel  Parish,  Jr., 

Bauman  L.  Belden,  Edward  Groh,  J.  Sanford  Saltus, 

Capt.  Henry  Hobart  Bellas,  J.  Bramerd  Hall,  Dr.  C.  H.  B.  Shepherd, 

John  A.  Bolen,  Ferdinand  Hermann,  Herbert  Valentine, 

Victor  D.  Brenner,  Thomas  J.  Hubbard,  William  H.  Warner  &  Bro., 

Robert  A.  Brock,  Mrs.  Alexander  M.  Kenaday,  Charles  J.  H.  Woodbury, 

Erdix  F.  Dustin,  James  Kirkwood,  Andrew  C.  Zabriskie. 

Gen.  Charles  E.  Furlong,  John  C.  Linehan, 

And  the  following  Department  Officers  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic : 

James  P.  Averill,  Asst.  Adj.  Gen.,  .  .  Georgia. 

Frank  Battles,         "  "        "  .  .  New  Hampshire. 

Arnold  Brandley,  Dept.  Commander,       .  .  West  Virginia. 
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George  E.  Davis,  Asst.  Quartermaster  Gen.,  .  Potomac. 

Wm.  H.  Hunter,  Asst.  Adj.  Gen.,  .  .  Alabama. 

Frank  A.  Lyon,         "        "        "  .  .  Kansas. 

T.  C.  Masteller,         «        «         "  .  .  California. 

James  L.  Merrick,    "        "        "  .  .  Maine. 

William  F.  Mullin,  Asst.  Quartermaster  Gen.,     .  New  York. 

George  A.  Newman,  Asst.  Adj.  Gen.,  .  .  Iowa. 

Eli  N.  Peck,  "        «  .  Vermont. 

Cornelius  V.  R.  Pond,    "        "         "  .  .  Michigan. 

Edward  P.  Preble,  "        "        "  .  .  Massachusetts. 

E.  G.  Rust,  «        «        '<  .  .  Texas. 

Frank  Seaman,  "        "        "  .  .  Tennessee. 

R.  B.  Wallace,  "        "        "  .  .  Pennsylvania. 

The  accessions  during  the  year  are  as  follows : 

Coins,  gold 56 

"       silver 72 

"       base  metals. 39 

Tokens,  silver 141 

"         base  metals 5149 

Medals,  silver. 43 

"          base  metals 41(1 

Insignia  and  badges,  gold 9 

"           "         "        other  metals 35 

Paper  money 7 


Total 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 


5972 

Edward  G-roh,  Curator. 


PRESIDENT'S  ANNUAL  ADDRESS. 

President  Zabriskie  then  delivered  his  annual  address. 

Fellow  Members,  Ladies,  and  Gentlemen: 

Many  years  ago,  when  the  shopping  district  was  below  Fourteenth  Street,  and 
the  fashionable  afternoon  promenade  was  on  Fifth  Avenue,  below  Twenty-third 
Street — in  those  good  old  days,  I  say,  an  old  blind  man  used  to  sit  on  Broadway,  sell- 
ing roasted  chestnuts.  Passers-by  would  hear  him  at  intervals,  in  a  monotonous  tone, 
calling  out :  "  (rood  kind  Christians,  please  buy  some  nice  fresh  chestnuts  from  a 
poor  old  blind  man."  Sometimes,  however,  weariness  and  sleep  would  overtake 
him  and  he  would  be  heard  murmuring :  "  Poor  old  Christians,  please  buy  some  o-0od 
kind  chestnuts  from  a  nice  fresh  blind  man  " ;  and  if  one  tarried  a  little  longer 
listening  to  the  weary  reiteration,  he  would  presently  hear:  "Nice  fresh  Christians 
please  buy  some  poor  old  chestnuts  from  a  good  kind  blind  man." 

It  behooves  your  President,  as  he  stands  before  you  to-night,  to  ao-ain  deliver 
his  annual  address,  to  look  to  it  lest  he  fall  into  the  monotonous  ways  of  the  old 
chestnut-pedler.  A  society  such  as  ours, — with  the  broad  field  of  the  United  States 
of  America  for  its  operations, — although  dealing  with  the  things  of  the  past  cannot 
relax  its  vigilance  and  activity  for  a  single  year  without  inflicting  serious  injury  upon 
itself.  And  when  I  say  a  year,  I  really  mean  a  period  of  only  six  months,  for  be- 
tween the  months  of  November  and  May  all  the  activity  of  this  strenuous  life  of 
ours  is  actually  concentrated. 
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Looking  back  upon  the  year  just  completed,  two  important  events  are  to  be 
recorded,  one  of  which  was  carried  to  a  successful  completion,  and  the  other  has 
made  a  most  auspicious  beginning.  I  refer,  first,  to  our  display  at  the  Exposition 
Universelle  at  Paris,  and,  second,  to  the  establishment  of  the  School  for  Die  Cutting 
and  Medal  Engraving. 

The  exhibit  at  Paris,  for  which  this  Society  has  been  awarded  a  medal  of  honor, 
attracted  much  attention,  and  Messrs.  Kunz,  Saltus,  and  Brenner,  members  of  our 
Society,  in  Paris  at  the  time,  were  unremitting  in  their  devotion  to  its  proper  care  and 
attention.  While  the  whole  exhibition,  representative  as  it  was  of  the  history  of  this 
country  as  shown  in  its  coins  and  medals,  attracted  much  attention,  I  believe  I  am 
safe  in  saying  the  collection  of  orders  and  decorations  of  the  Military  and  Patriotic 
Societies  was  the  most  attractive  feature  of  all.  Next  to  this,  great  interest  was,  I 
am  told,  taken  in  the  private  gold  coins  of  the  United  States — pieces  representing 
mints,  long  since  given  up,  in  North  Carolina,  California,  Colorado,  and  even  Utah, 
for  it  must  be  remembered  the  Mormons  had  their  own  coinage  fifty  years  ago. 
Thanks  to  the  enterprise  of  our  members  who  carried  out  this  exhibit  (and  there 
was  just  as  hard  work  necessary  on  the  part  of  the  members  on  this  side  of  the 
water  in  preparing  the  coins  and  medals  for  shipment),  the  American  Numismatic 
and  Archaeological  Society  is  to-day  known  abroad  far  more  widely  than  before  and 
has  taken  its  place  beside  the  sister  societies  of  the  old  world. 

Your  President  takes  especial  pride  and  satisfaction  in  being  able  to  point  to 
the  School  for  Die  Cutting  and  Medal  Engraving  as  in  successful  operation  (although 
in  a  somewhat  crude  and  primary  condition)  to-day.  Two  years  ago,  in  my  annual 
address,  I  hinted  at  the  advisability  of  the  establishment  of  such  a  school.  One  year 
ago  the  hint  became  the  keynote  of  the  address.  An  active  committee  of  this 
Society  took  the  matter  up,  and,  meeting  with  hearty  co-operation  from  the  Academy 
of  Design,  the  school  is  now  in  regular  session  in  the  new  building  of  the  Academy 
of  Design,  at  109th  Street  and  Amsterdam  Avenue.  The  funds  for  the  support  of 
this  school  have  entirely  been  raised  by  voluntary  subscriptions.  The  committee  in 
charge  of  this  most  interesting  subject  has  made  a  report  to  you  this  evening,  but  I 
gladly  bear  testimony  here  to  the  unsparing  efforts  and  generous  support  given  by 
the  Chairman  of  this  committee,  Mr.  Woodbury  G.  Langdon,  the  Second  "Vice-Pres- 
ident of  this  Society. 

These  two  things,  then — the  exhibit  at  Paris,  and  the  opening  of  the  Die  Cutting 
School — mark  the  year  just  closed ;  but,  before  we  turn  from  the  events  of  the  past 
to  look  forward  to  the  future,  let  me  rehearse  to  you  the  names  of  those  members 
who  have  been  removed  by  death  since  our  last  Annual  Meeting.  Happily  but 
four  names  appear  on  the  record:  Mrs.  Nathaniel  P.  Bailey,  a  well-known  and 
respected  resident  of  New  York;  John  A.  King,  the  venerable  and  much  be- 
loved President  of  the  New  York  Historical  Society  —  Mr.  King  had  led  a  busy 
and  useful  life,  and,  although  well  past  four-score  years,  preserved  his  faculties 
unclouded  until  his  decease;  Robert  Dunlap,  who,  although  the  head  of  a  great 
business,  found  time  to  indulge  his  tastes  for  literature,  art,  and  music ;  William 
Scudder  Stryker,  Doctor  of  Laws,  for  many  years  Adjutant-General  of  the  State  of 
New  Jersey,  a  man  of  rare  refinement  and  a  diligent  historical  student,  as  well  as  the 
author  of  a  number  of  works  dealing  with  the  history  of  his  native  State. 

The  criticism  is  sometimes  made — of tener  in  years  gone  by,  it  must  be  confessed, 
but  still  sometimes  made — that  this  Societv  devotes  more  attention  to  Numismatics 
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than  to  Archaeology.  Let  us  frankly  admit  this  to  be  the  case,  but  it  is  not  a  thing 
to  be  deplored.  This  Society  stands  for  the  science  of  Numismatics  in  America 
— a  science  but  little  known  and  not  appreciated.  Even  the  name  "Numismatics" 
has  an  unaccustomed  sound,  and  more  than  one  fair  young  lady  has  inquired  of  me 
the  meaning  of  the  word,  sometimes  expressing  a  vague  notion  that  it  has  something 
to  do  with  compressed  air,  a  new  motor,  or  something  of  that  sort.  Admitting, 
then,  that  the  noble  science  of  Numismatics  needs  all  the  attention  and  publicity  it 
can  receive  from  a  society  such  as  ours,  devoted  to  the  study  of  coins  and  medals 
from  ancient  times  to  the  present  day,  there  still  remains  a  duty  we  owe  to  Arch- 
aeology. 

To  attempt  to  pursue  the  paths  of  archseology  abroad,  in  view  of  the  fact  that 
the  ground  is  already  quite  fully  and  ably  occupied  by  others,  would  be  eminently 
injudicious,  but  there  is  a  field  in  this  broad  land  of  ours  which  would  yield  in 
interest  results  second  to  none  in  any  part  of  the  world.  I  allude  to  the  prehistoric 
remains  in  New  Mexico  and  Arizona.  Sordid  and  mercenary  persons,  alive  to  the 
interest  of  this  region,  are  already  despoiling  it  of  many  of  its  treasures.  Govern- 
ment intervention,  and  that  alone,  can  stop  a  mischievous  and  wanton  looting  of 
these  fields.  It  is  for  our  Society  to  awaken  public  sentiment  and  induce  Congress 
to  throw  such  safeguards  around  these  regions  that  private  speculations  shall  first  be 
suppressed,  and  then  properly-authorized  scientific  expeditions  granted  permission  to 
pursue  their  explorations  and  investigations.  A  bill  will  be  introduced  in  the  next 
Congress,  I  am  assured,  for  this  purpose.  Let  us  make  it  our  business  to  see  that  it 
does  not  fail  to  become  a  law.  This  is  one  field  of  activity  I  am  convinced  we 
should  enter  upon  this  year. 

Another  field  of  a  Numismatic  nature  I  would  now  bring  to  your  attention. 
The  Grolier  Club  of  this  city  has  made  it  a  practice  for  many  years  to  issue  valuable 
historical  and  antiquarian  books  in  limited  editions,  the  right  to  purchase  being  con- 
fined to  members  of  the  club.  Whenever  sets  of  these  books  have  appeared  in  the 
auction-room  they  have  invariably  brought  high  prices. 

A  series  of  medals  issued  by  this  Society  would  be  a  most  interesting  and 
praiseworthy  undertaking.  A  series  of  noted  New  Yorkers,  commencing,  let  us  say, 
with  Peter  Stuyvesant,  or,  if  you  are  so  minded,  Hendrick  Hudson  ;  or  a  series  of 
noted  Americans,  commencing  with  Americus  Vespuccius,  who,  strangely  enough, 
seems  to  have  been  entirely  neglected  in  medallic  art,  come  into  my  mind  as  being 
singularly  appropriate.  Perhaps,  too,  a  series  of  American  scientists  or  inventors, 
embracing  such  names  as  Eobert  Fulton,  Samuel  F.  B.  Morse,  andElias  Howe,  or  a 
series  of  American  authors  or  actors,  or  a  series  of  ministers  of  the  Gospel,  might  be 
suggested ;  in  fact,  the  field  is  almost  inexhaustible. 

Representations  of  famous  buildings  would  also  be  an  attractive  field.  Nothino- 
can  exceed  the  beauty  of  designs  of  this  character  found  on  some  of  the  Papal  medals, 
and  this  would  also  be  an  antiquarian  feature  of  value  in  this  city,  where  imposing 
and  substantial  structures  rise,  live  their  brief  day,  and  then  are  demolished ;  a 
striking  instance  of  which  we  have  in  the  case  of  the  mansion  of  the  late  Alex- 
ander T.  Stewart,  at  this  time  being  razed  to  the  ground. 

The  number  of  impressions  struck  from  the  dies  might  be  limited  to  the 
number  of  members  in  the  Society,  giving  every  one  an  opportunity  to  secure  a 
medal,  and  the  dies  then  destroyed — insuring  the  feature  of  rarity  as  well  as 
beauty  as  an  attraction  for  the  series. 
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In  speaking  just  now  of  representations  of  buildings  upon  medals,  I  am  re- 
minded of  what  seems  to  me  an  interesting  specialty  in  medal  gathering,  and  one 
not  appreciated  by  collectors — that  is,  a  series  showing  New  York  buildings,  statues, 
monuments,  and  the  like.  I  commend  this  interesting  field  to  young  collectors,  who, 
at  a  comparatively  small  outlay,  may  make  an  attractive  and  instructive  collection. 
They  will  probably  not  be  as  fortunate  as  I  was  not  long  since,  when  I  secured  an 
exceedingly  rare  tin  medal  or  token  of  Castle  Garden,  and  which  I  took  especial 
pleasure  in  presenting  to  the  cabinet  of  the  Society. 

Specialization  in  collecting  is  a  feature  among  collectors  which  produces  most 
effective  results.  One  member  devotes  himself  to  ancient  coins,  another  to  masonic 
medals,  another  to  medical  medals,  still  another  to  queer-shaped  coins  of  Asia, 
while  yet  another  delights  in  lurid  medals  of  firemen.  The  few  pieces  issued 
by  or  relating  to  the  Southern  Confederacy  claim  another's  attention,  while  a 
wonderful  collection  of  war-tokens  bears  testimony  to  the  intelligence  and  industry 
of  yet  another. 

The  owner  of  these  tokens,  our  highly-esteemed  Curator,  Mr.  Groh,  has  gener- 
ously given  this  collection  to  the  Society.  Its  value  cannot  be  overestimated ;  it  is 
absolutely  unique.  During  the  Civil  War,  when  small  change  was  scarce,  trades- 
people in  various  parts  of  the  country  issued  these  little  pieces  and  they  circulated 
as  cents.  Mr.  Groh,  then  a  young  man,  and  an  enthusiastic  numismatist  then,  as 
now,  visited  all  the  makers  of  the  dies,  not  only  in  this  city  but  in  Western  towns, 
wherever  he  could  locate  a  die-cutter,  and  secured  a  collection  almost  complete, 
and  unrivaled  elsewhere.  We  are  fortunate  indeed  in  possessing  these  treasures, 
a  monument  of  patience  and  perseverance. 

Specialists  in  the  regular  issues  of  the  United  States  mint  are  numerous,  making 
a  study  of  the  minute  varieties  of  the  different  dates,  even  down  to  the  slant  of  a 
numeral,  or  the  inclination  of  a  point  of  an  arrow. 

Amusing  instances  of  the  lack  of  knowledge  of  Numismatics  on  the  part  of  the 
daily  press  frequently  occur,  but  one  of  the  latest  is  worth  repeating.  A  telegraphic 
dispatch  was  sent  from  a  small  town  in  this  State  far  and  wide  over  the  country, 
announcing  the  finding  of  a  copper  coin  with  Csesar  on  one  side  and  Cleopatra  on 
the  other,  with  the  words  "  Auctori  Connec "  keeping  Cassar  company,  while  the 
daughter  of  the  Ptolomies  sits  beneath  the  legend  "  Incle  et  Lib"  and  the  date 
"757" — thus  making  it  1113  years  old!  Credulous  editors  should  have  reflected, 
before  publishing  this  account,  that  no  dates  appeared  on  coins  until  the  sixteenth 
century,  that  even  if  the  date  were  correct,  there  was  no  Roman  Empire  at  that  time, 
and  that  the  effigies  of  Caesar  and  the  Sorceress  of  the  Nile  would  not  have  been 
pat  upon  any  coin  of  that  date.  The  Empire  of  the  East  was  established  at  Con- 
stantinople, where  were  Constantine  Y.  and  his  mother,  Irene.  The  latter  had  won 
canonization  by  permitting  images  of  the  Holy  Family  and  other  sacred  persons  to 
be  put  again  in  the  Christian  churches.  No  one  in  that  part  of  the  world,  where 
Cassar  and  Cleopatra  had  gloried  and  drank  long  and  deep,  was  making  coins  to  per- 
petuate their  pagan  memories. 

The  so-called  valuable  coin  was  nothing  more  than  an  old  Connecticut  copper 
cent  of  the  date  1787.  On  October  20,  1785,  Connecticut  issued  a  grant  to  Samuel 
Bishop,  Joseph  Hopkins,  James  Hillhouse  and  John  Goodrich,  authorizing  them  to 
coin  coppers  to  an  amount  not  exceeding  ten  thousand  pounds.  This  grant  was  for 
five  years,  but  the  mint  only  operated  three  years.     The  laureated  bust  on  the  ob- 
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verse  and  the  female  figure  seated,  on  the  reverse,  had  been  twisted  by  this  news- 
paper writer  to  represent  Caesar  and  Cleopatra.  These  Connecticut  cents  are  quite 
common  and  familiar  to  all  collectors. 

Does  not  this  little  incident  show  clearly  the  need  of  a  greater  knowledge  of 
Numismatics — a  need  which  this  Society  is  striving  to  fill,  and  which  we  trust  every 
succeeding  Annual  Meeting  will  find  us  more  able  to  fill,  as  we  gradually  increase  in 
strength  of  membership,  in  accessions  to  our  cabinets  and  our  library,  and  in  the 
wisdom  of  added  years. 

The  following  resolution  was  then  presented  by  Mr.  George  F.  Kunz, 
and  adopted : 

Whereas,  the  importance  of  preserving  the  pre-historic  remains  in  the  Southwest 
has  been  brought  before  us  this  evening  in  the  President's  address :  Therefore  be  it 

Resolved,  that  a  Committee  of  Twenty,  of  which  the  President  shall  be  one,  be 
appointed  to  arrange  for  a  public  meeting  and  take  such  other  steps  as  may  be 
deemed  desirable  to  awaken  public  sentiment  and  secure  the  passage  of  such  bills 
by  the  next  Congress  as  may  properly  protect  the  invaluable  relics  of  a  past 
civilization. 

Mr.  Belden  then  presented  the  following  resolution,  which  was 
unanimously  adopted  by  a  rising  vote  : 

Whereas,  Mr.  Edward  Groh  has  generously  donated  to  this  Society  a  cabinet 
containing  his  entire  collection  of  Civil-War  Tokens,  numbering  5286  pieces,  many 
of  great  variety  and  some  known  to  be  unique,  and  which  is  the  largest  collection  of 
these  pieces  in  existence  :  Therefore  be  it 

Resolved,  that  the  thanks  of  The  American  Numismatic  and  Archaeological 
Society  be  tendered  to  Mr.  Groh  for  his  most  generous  gift. 

Mr.  Bauman  L.  Belden  then  addressed  the  meeting  as  follows  : 
Mr.  President: 

The  report  of  the  Executive  Committee  at  the  last  Annual  Meeting  contained 
the  suggestion  that  a  collection  of  the  Insignia  of  American  Military  and  Hereditary 
Societies  would  be  of  great  interest  and  value  to  this  Society,  that  it  would  open  up 
a  field  of  Numismatics  to  which  but  little  attention  had  been  paid,  and  that  this 
Society,  being  an  incorporated  body  whose  collections  are  permanent,  would  be  able 
to  make  such  a  collection  where  a  private  collector  could  not,  for  the  reason  that  a 
majority  of  these  societies  issue  their  insignia  to  members  only,  and  impose  restric- 
tions which  prevent  outsiders  from  obtaining  specimens,  but  in  our  case  many,  if 
not  all  of  these  societies  if  the  matter  should  be  properly  brought  before  them, 
would  allow  us  to  obtain  specimens  of  their  insignia  with  the  understanding  that 
they  should  not  go  out  of  our  possession. 

The  Society  at  that  time  had  in  its  cabinet  the  insignia  in  bronze  of  the  General 
Society  of  the  War  of  1812,  which  was  used  but  a  short  time  and  then  replaced  by 
one  of  gold  of  a  different  design,  the  member's  badge  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the 
Republic  ;  the  badge,  in  silver,  of  an  Association  of  Mexican  War  Veterans,  which 
I  have  so  far  been  unable  to  locate,  and  the  button  of  the  United  Confederate  Veterans. 

Since  then  the  collection  has  been  increased  by  the  insignia  of  the  following 
associations  : 
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Society  of  the  Cincinnati. 

Sons  of  the  Revolution. 

Sons  of  the  American  Revolution. 

General  Society  of  the  War  of  1812,  latest  design. 

Society  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac. 

Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  with  officer's  strap. 

Union  Veteran's  Union. 

Regular  and  Volunteer  Army  and  Navy  Union. 

National  Association  of  Naval  Veterans. 

Farragut  Veteran  Association  of  New  York. 

Naval  Veteran  Legion  of  Philadelphia. 

New  Hampshire  Veteran  Association,  Honorary  Members. 

Lafayette  Camp,  Sons  of  Veterans. 

Spanish  War  Veterans. 

Daughters  of  the  American  Revolution. 

Daughters  of  the  Confederacy. 

And  buttons  of  several  other  organizations. 

Also  nineteen  of  the  Department  badges  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic. 

With  the  exception  of  three  of  the  G.  A.  R.  Department  badges,  which  cost  but 
a  very  small  sum,  these  were  all  donations  to  the  Society  and  were  the  result  of  the 
efforts  of  two  of  our  members,  who  either  purchased  them  or  induced  the  officers  of 
the  respective  societies  to  present  them  to  our  Society. 

Now,  with  a  view  to  the  more  systematic  prosecution  of  this  work  during  the 
coming  year,  I  would  present  the  following  resolution  and  move  its  adoption  : 

Resolved,  that  a  Committee  of  three  members  be  appointed  by  the  Chair,  to 
be  known  as  the  Committee  on  the  Insignia  of  American  Military  and  Hereditary 
Societies,  said  Committee  to  be  authorized  to  issue  such  printed  circulars  and  to 
take  such  other  steps  as  it  may  deem  advisable,  with  ii  view  to  increasing  the 
Society's  collection,  but  not  to  expend  any  of  the  Society's  funds  in  the  purchase  of 
specimens  unless  authorized  to  do  so  by  the  Executive  Committee. 

The  resolution  was  unanimously  adopted. 

The  following  amendments,  presented  by  Mr.  Belden  at  the  last 
Regular  Meeting,  were  then  called  up  for  action,  and  adopted  : 

To  change  the  date  of  the  Annual  Meeting  from  the  third  Monday  in  March  to 
the  third  Monday  in  January. 

Strike  out  the  word  "March"  and  substitute  the  word  "January"  in  the 
following  places  : 

Constitution — Article  V.,  paragraph  2,  line  2. 

By-Laws — Chapter  IV.,  paragraph  3,  line  2. 

By  daws — Chapter  V.,  paragraph  2,  line  1. 

Strike  out  the  words  "  March,  May,  November,  and  January,"  and  substitute 
the  words  "  January,  March,  May,  and  November,"  in  By-Laws,  Chapter  V,  para- 
graph 1,  line  2. 

To  change  the  items  of  Corresponding  Membership  : 

Constitution,  Article  IV. — Strike  out  paragraph  4,  which  reads  : 

"  Any  person  may  be  elected  a  Corresponding  Member  for  the  term  of  two 
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years,  and  if  re-elected  twice  will  then  be  eligible  to  permanent  Corresponding 
Membership. '.' 

Substitute  the  following  two  new  paragraphs : 

4.  Any  person  residing  in  a  foreign  country  shall  be  eligible  to  Corresponding 
Membership ;  provided  that  all  Corresponding  Members  residing  in  the  United 
States,  outside  of  New  York  City,  who  were  elected  as  such  previous  to  March  18, 
1901,  may  remain  Corresponding  Members  if  they  comply  with  the  requirements  of 
the  Constitution  and  By-Laws  of  the  Society. 

5.  Any  Foreign  Corresponding  Member  becoming  a  resident  of  the  United 
States,  shall  cease  to  be  a  Corresponding  Member,  but  may,  with  the  approval  of  the 
Executive  Committee,  become  an  Active  Member  by  paying  the  dues  for  the  current 
year. 

Change  the  numbers  of  paragraphs  5,  6,  7,  and  8,  to  6,  7,  8,  and  9,  respectively. 

Mr.  George  F.  Kunz  then  made  a  short  address  on  the  exhibit  of  the 
French  Mint  at  the  Paris  Exposition,  1900 : 

From  a  numismatic  point  of  view,  and  as  a  means  of  disseminating  a  knowledge 
of  the  medallic  art,  of  artistic  workmanship,  and  of  historical  study,  probably  no 
more  successful  result  was  ever  achieved  than  that  attained  by  the  Director  of  the 
French  Mint,  in  arranging  and  carrying  out  the  remarkable  exhibit  of  that  institu- 
tion at  the  Paris  Exposition  of  1900. 

The  exhibit  itself  occupied  a  large  central  space  in  the  Palace  of  Liberal  Arts, 
at  a  point  whence  radiated  a  number  of  avenues  and  aisles,  each  of  which  was 
devoted  to  a  display,  historical  as  well  as  modern,  in  various  departments  of  French 
science  and  art,  such  as  medals,  books,  printing,  instruments  of  precision,  etc.  The 
exhibit  occupied  an  octagonal  case,  or  series  of  cases,  about  twenty  feet  in 
diameter,  and  rising  to  a  height  of  some  ten  feet,  surmounted,  as  a  central  ornament, 
by  an  ancient  hand  mint-press.  The  cases  contained  a  very  varied  and  extensive 
display  of  medals,  comprising  the  masterpieces  of  Roty,  Chaplain,  Andrieu,  and 
many  others,  and  a  great  series  of  medals  struck  by  the  French  Mint  during  the 
past  one  hundred  years — the  most  artistic  in  design  and  interesting  in  historical 
character  that  have  ever  been  minted  there. 

The  most  conspicuous  features  of  this  exhibit  were  two, — the  beautiful  execu- 
tion of  the  medals,  and  the  fact  that  they  were  on  sale  to  the  public  at  prices  that 
seemed  almost  ridiculously  low,  apparently  scarcely  equal  to  the  cost  of  minting. 
As  a  financial  venture,  however,  this  policy  was  not  a  loss.  The  small  medal  com- 
memorating the  fall  of  the  Bastile  was  sold  for  ten  cents ;  a  larger  one,  2£  inches  in 
diameter,  was  sold  for  2£  francs  (50  cents).  So  popular  did  this  make  the  display, 
and  so  great  was  the  demand  for  these  beautiful  historical  mementos,  that  during  the 
time  of  the  Exposition  medals  were  sold  to  the  value  of  300,000  francs,  or  60,000 
dollars. 

The  great  advantage  arising  from  this  exhibit,  however,  is  in  the  dissemination 
of  so  many  specimens  of  the  finest  medallic  art  among  the  nations  of  the  world.  Its 
influence  must  be.  great  and  widespread,  and  it  is  worthy  of  imitation  by  our  own 
country.  The  experience  at  Paris  brings  forcibly  to  mind  the  action  of  this  Society 
several  years  ago,  in  the  appointment  of  a  committee  to  advocate  and  urge  an  artistic 
coinage  in  the  United  States,  such  that  every  coin  would  be  an  example  in  art, 
an  improver  of  taste,  and  also  an  educator  in  familiarity  with  the  metric  system. 
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ELECTION   OF   OFFICERS. 

The  annual  election  of  officers  was  next  in  order,  and  resulted  as 
follows : 

Andrew  C.  Zabriskie,  President;  Henry  Russell  Drowne  and  Woodbury 
Gr.  Langdon,  Vice-Presidents ;  Bauman  Lowe  Belden,  Recording  Secretary;  J. 
Sanford  Saltus,  Corresponding  Secretary ;  Charles  Pryer,  Treasurer ;  Herbert 
Valentine,  Librarian;  Edward  Groh,  Curator. 


APPOINTMENTS   BY  THE   PRESIDENT. 

Committee  on  Papers  and  Publications,  J.  Sanford  Saltus,  Charles 
Pryer,  and  Henry  Clinton  Backus ;  Committee  on  School  for  Coin  and 
Medal  Designing  and  Die  Cutting,  Woodbury  Gr.  Langdon,  J.  Sanford 
Saltus,  and  Andrew  C.  Zabriskie  ;  Committee  on  Library,  Herbert  Val- 
entine, Samuel  P.  Avery,  and  Henry  C.  Carter;  Committee  on  Numis- 
matics, Edward  Groh,  Daniel  Parish,  Jr.,  and  Nelson  P.  Pehrson  ;  Com- 
mittee on  the  Insignia  of  American  Military  and  Hereditary  Societies, 
Bauman  L.  Belden,  George  F.  Kunz,  and  J.  Sanford  Saltus. 

The  meeting  then  adjourned. 

Bauman  Lowe  Belden, 

Recording  Secretary. 
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THE  MEDALLIC  HISTORY   OF  ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 


By  Andrew  C.  Zabriskie. 


{Illustrated  by   Stereopticon    Vieivs.) 

It  is  said  of  the  Mammoth  Cave  that,  while  the  large  galleries  and  passages  have 
been  long  known,  alcoves  are  now  sometimes  found  rivalling  in  beauty,  if  not  in 
size,  the  more  widely  known  localities.  It  seems  to  me,  therefore,  that  in  speaking 
to-night  upon  the  Medallic  Memorials  of  Abraham  Lincoln,  I  am,  as  it  were,  opening 
up  to  you  one  of  the  side  galleries  in  the  life  of  that  great  man,  and  am  not  guilty  of 
the  presumption  of  attempting  to  lead  your  steps  along  the  well-known  paths  of  his 
life,  already  made  so  familiar  to  you  by  the  many  excellent  biographies  that  have 
appeared  from  time  to  time,  as  well  as  the  host  of  personal  reminiscences,  varying  in 
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value  from  what  may  be  pronounced  excellent  and  readable,  to  the  somewhat  scur- 
rilous vaporings  of  Mrs.  Lincoln's  colored  waiting-maid. 

My  own  personal  reminiscences  of  Mr.  Lincoln  are  of  the  briefest  character.  I 
remember,  as  a  boy  of  seven,  seeing  him  as  he  was  escorted  through  this  city  on  his 
way  to  Washington  for  his  inauguration,  and  recall  my  surprise  that  so  many  persons 
should  crowd  the  streets  to  see  this  unassuming  man  drive  by  in  a  barouche,  and 
whose  only  escort  consisted  of  a  few  policemen  and  committee-men  in  carriages. 
The  lack  of  military  music,  flashing  bayonets,  and  bright  uniforms  greatly  surprised 
me.  With  boyish  recollections  of  the  splendors  accorded  in  their  reception  to  the 
Japanese  Embassy  and  the  Prince  of  Wales  in  the  previous  year,  my  wonder  is  per- 
haps quite  excusable.  I  remember  four  years  later  how,  with  awestruck  face,  I 
watched  the  slow  progress  up  Fifth  Avenue  of  that  solemn  funeral  car  drawn  by 
sixteen  sombre  steeds  and  surrounded  by  the  gray  files  of  the  Seventh  Regiment.  So 
much  I  could  say  by  way  of  personal  reminiscences ;  but  let  us  now  step  aside  into 
the  alcove  into  which  it  is  my  good  fortune  to  be  able  to  conduct  you  this  evening. 

I  would  divide  the  medallic  life  of  Abraham  Lincoln  into  three  parts.  First : 
the  medals  struck  during  the  campaign  of  1860.  Second  :  the  medals  struck  during 
the  campaign  of  1864.  Third  :  the  memorial  medals,  struck  to  commemorate  his 
death.  From  my  collection  I  have  culled  what  I  consider  representative  specimens 
of  each  of  these  divisions. 

Campaign  or  political  medals  of  the  United  States  have  naturally  aroused  the 
interest  of  the  American  collector,  especially  in  view  of  the  fact  that  as  our  coinage 
always  has  presented  the  monotonous  features  of  the  Goddess  of  Liberty,  in  deference 
to  the  popular  prejudice  against  showing  a  bust  of  the  chief  magistrate,  they  form  a 
medallic  portrait  gallery,  not  only  of  those  who  occupied  the  presidential  chair,  but 
of  their  less  fortunate  competitors.  From  the  time  of  Andrew  Jackson  the  diligent 
collector  of  this  interesting  series  can  display  a  varied  assortment  of  mementos  of 
each  claimant  for  the  presidential  office.  Indeed,  some  of  these  political  tokens  took 
entirely  too  much  for  granted,  as  in  the  case  of  Henry  Clay,  one  medal  positively 
stating  "The  Mill  Boy  of  the  Slashes  was  inaugurated  March  4,  1845."  We  are 
not  to  consider,  however,  this  evening,  presidential  medals  in  general,  but  the  medals 
struck  in  honor  of  Abraham  Lincoln  who,  with  the  single  exception  of  Washington, 
has  been  honored  more  numerously  than  any  other  President. 

The  presidential  campaign  of  1860  was  of  the  most  exciting  description.  The 
divided  Democracy  placed  in  the  field  their  two  nominations,  Douglas  and  Johnson, 
and  Breckinridge  and  Lane,  and  the  Constitutional  Union  party  their  candidates, 
Bell  and  Everett,  while  the  Republican  organization,  then  full  of  the  lusty  strength 
of  youth,  placed  in  the  field,  not  him  to  whom  all  eyes  had  been  turned,  the  standard- 
bearer  of  his  party,  the  representative  of  the  Empire  State,  William  H.  Seward,  but 
Abraham  Lincoln,  of  Illinois,  and  associated  with  him  Hannibal  Hamlin,  of  Maine. 
Months  before  the  action  of  the  convention  was  known,  the  Republicans  had  begun 
the  formation  of  the  Wide  Awake  organization  which  proved  such  an  important  factor 
in  the  campaign.  The  early  formation  of  this  organization  is  proved  by  the  little 
medalet  (Nos.  1  and  2)  I  now  show  you,  struck  in  honor  of  the  organization  of  the 
Hartford  Corps  of  Wide  Awakes.  In  the  hats  of  some  of  these  campaign  clubs  was 
worn  a  tin  badge  (No.  3),  bearing  a  hideous  likeness  of  Mr.  Lincoln.  These  are  now 
rare,  and  how  I  came  to  possess  this  one  may  be  worth  relating.  Perhaps  twenty 
years  ago,  seeing  it  catalogued  for  sale  at  auction,  I  sent  a  bid  of  two  dollars  for  it, 
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and  afterwards  was  astounded  to  hear  that  it  had  sold  for  forty-two  dollars.  Some 
years  later  the  purchaser  sold  it  with  his  collection,  and  when  I  repeated  my  modest 
bid  of  two  dollars  my  patience  was  rewarded  by  securing  it  for  the  small  sum  of  one 
dollar  and  twenty-five  cents.  Evidently  from  the  same  obverse  die  is  the  medal  (No. 
4)  I  now  show  you,  the  product  of  a  Chicago  die-sinker,  and  probably  circulated 
mostly  in  the  West  during  the  campaign. 

The  reverse  (No.  5)  has  the  inscription  progress,  1830,  and  the  figure  of 
the  historic  rail-splitter.  An  interesting  little  medalet,  which  its  small  size  prevented 
properly  photographing,  introduced  in  this  campaign,  used  the  last  syllable  of  Mr. 
Lincoln's  Christian  name  and  the  first  syllable  of  his  surname,  to  produce  the  name 
of  the  candidate  for  the  Vice-Presidency,  thus :  abra-ham-lin-coln.  Another  of 
the  rail-splitter  medals  (No.  6)  is  now  before  us,  another  portrait  equally  untrue,  if 
not  equally  hideous,  and  displaying  workmanship  inferior  even  to  the  last  specimen. 
The  reverse  (No.  7),  as  you  will  perceive,  pictures  the  young  rail-splitter  of  1830  when 
he  was  at  the  age  of  twenty-one  years ;  the  rising  sun  in  the  background  possibly 
seems  to  denote  that  he  was  no  sluggard  at  that  early  stage  of  his  career,  although  it 
probably  alludes  to  the  opening  of  his  political  life. 

Now  comes  a  little  token  (No.  8)  which  was  probably  worn  as  a  pin  during  the 
campaign,  and  strongly  reminds  us  of  the  George  Washington  cherry-tree  episode  ; 
this,  however,  is  intended  as  a  representation  of  honest  Abe's  axe.  For  fear  lest  any- 
one should  imagine  that  this  campaign  badge  is  actually  of  the  size  pictured  on  the 
screen,  I  would  state  that  the  little  token  is  not  over  an  inch  in  length. 

Here  we  have  another  of  our  rail-splitting  series  (No.  9).  The  obverse,  inscribed 
HON.  Abraham  Lincoln",  is  fully  as  untrue  a  likeness  as  any  of  its  predecessors, 
but  somewhat  more  conventional.  This  piece  is  extremely  common,  and  must  have 
been  extensively  circulated.  I  have  met  with  hundreds  of  them.  The  reverse  (No. 
10)  which  we  now  have,  inscribed  the  rail-splitter  of  the  west,  represents 
a  rather  funny  scene,  as  Mr.  Lincoln  is  pictured  as  splitting  his  logs  assisted  by  some 
individual  unknown  to  fame,  but  with  decidedly  remarkable  features  and  singular 
habiliments.  To  conclude  our  representations  of  the  rail-splitter  campaign  of  1860,  I 
show  this  medal  (No.  11),  inscribed  Abraham  Lincoln,  republican  candidate 
for  president,  1860,  a  somewhat  more  creditable  specimen  of  the  die-sinker's  art ; 
the  reverse  (No.  12),  lettered  the  great  rail-splitter  of  the  west  must  and 
shall  be  our  next  president.  This  medal  properly  concludes  the  rail-splitter 
series,  as  you  will  see  that  the  fence  which  Mr.  Lincoln  was  so  busily  engaged  in  pre- 
paring has  been  completed,  and  is  shown  here  with  a  number  of  exultant  roosters 
perched  upon  the  top  bar  and  loudly  proclaiming  the  success  of  their  party. 

At  the  time  of  Mr.  Lincoln's  campaign  of  1860,  interest  in  political  tokens  had 
developed  very  greatly  among  the  coin  collectors,  and  induced  dealers  to  place  upon 
the  market  all  sorts  and  kinds  of  combinations  of  dies.  When  an  obverse  or  reverse 
die  of  one  coin  or  medal  is  struck  with  the  obverse  or  reverse  side  of  some  other 
medal,  the  product  of  such  a  union  is  known  to  collectors  technically  as  a  mule. 
Sometimes  such  combinations  appear  pleasing  and  sensible ;  at  other  times  they 
become  grotesque  and  laughable.  I  have  in  my  collection  an  obverse  bearing  the  bust 
of  Mr.  Lincoln  muled  with  another  obverse  of  Mr.  Bell,  another  of  Douglas,  and 
still  another  of  Breckinridge,  and  you  can  imagine  how  puzzling  such  combinations 
may  likely  be  to  the  student  of  history  in  the  future.  Sometimes  they  are  inappro- 
priately made,  and  I  will  illustrate  the  subject  by  throwing  on  the  screen  this  medal 
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(No.  13).  This,  as  you  will  see,  is  a  bust  of  Mr.  Lincoln  on  a  plain  field,  and  was 
issued  in  the  1860  campaign  with  a  legitimate  reverse  labelled  the  right  man  in 
the  right  place  :  for  president,  Abraham  Lincoln.  The  maker  of  the  die; 
however,  chanced  to  be  the  maker  of  the  medal  of  the  Old  Middle  Dutch  Church,  which 
some  of  us  remember  as  being  the  old  post-office  at  Nassau  and  Cedar  Streets.  The 
reverse  of  this  medal  (No.  14)  of  the  old  church  bears  the  inscription  which  I  now 

throw  upon  the  screen,  A  RIDING  SCHOOL  FOR  BRITISH  DRAGOONS  DURING  THE 
REVOLUTIONARY     WAR,      FOUNDED      1729,     FINISHED     1731,     AND    ALTERED    1764. 

This  reverse  with  the  Lincoln  obverse  was  taken  to  make  a  new  medal.  Judge 
of  the  perplexity  of  our  future  historian,  when  he  finds  the  bust  of  an  unknown 
man  on  the  obverse  of  this  medal,  and  on  the  reverse  it  is  stated  that  he  was  founded, 
finished,  and  used  as  a  riding-school,  as  I  have  just  read  to  you.  Possibly  we  may 
picture  some  antiquarian  society  of  the  future  engaged  in  learned  discussion  as  to 
who  this  man  was,  an  equestrian,  doubtless,  of  note,  but  certainly  not  a  President  of 
the  United  States. 

Let  us  now  in  our  imagination  pass  through  the  period  of  Mr.  Lincoln's  inaugu- 
ration, followed  by  the  breaking  out  of  the  Civil  War.  Men's  minds  and  hearts 
were  too  busy  with  the  stirring  matters  connected  with  that  period  to  take  time 
to  make  medals,  except  perhaps  of  the  passing  military  heroes  of  the  hour.  Our 
rail-splitter,  however,  inside  the  White  House  was  busy  making  history,  hand  over 
hand. 

The  next  medal  (No.  15)  which  we  see  is  one  of  the  series  issued  during 
the  term  of  each  President  of  the  United  States  by  the  Mint,  and  called  the  Indian 
Peace  Medal.  Copies  of  this  medal,  in  silver,  were  struck  off  for  presentation  to  the 
chiefs  of  the  various  Indian  tribes,  and  are  occasionally  met  with  pierced  with  a  ring, 
in  order  to  be  worn  on  the  brawny  breast  of  some  warrior  of  the  forest.  The 
reverse  (No.  16),  which  now  appears,  is  I  presume  intended  to  show  the  beauties  of 
civilization  to  the  poor  Indian,  as  compared  with  the  horrors  of  his  savage  life. 

Next  I  want  to  call  your  attention  to  a  very  remarkable  medal  (No.  17).  It  is 
known  as  the  Secession  Lincoln  Medal,  from  the  fact  that  the  obverse,  which  I 
shall   now   show,  is    a   Washington    medal   of    ordinary   type,   inscribed    george 

WASHINGTON,    FIRST   IN   WAR,    FIRST     IN     PEACE,    FIRST     IN   THE    HEARTS     OF    HIS 

countrymen.  Turning  it  over  and  looking  at  the  side  which  is  now  before  you 
(No.  18)  you  will  observe  it  is  stated  plainly  and  distinctly  that  Lincoln  is  the  reverse 
of  all  this.  Although  I  have  endeavored  to  trace  the  origin  of  this  singular  medal 
I  have  been  unable  to  do  so.  The  general  supposition  is  that  it  was  produced  at  the 
instance  of  some  political  enemies  of  Mr.  Lincoln.  Another  solution  has  occurred 
to  me.  Most  of  you  are  familiar  with  the  story  of  the  family  who,  wishing  an 
elaborate  set  of  china  painted,  selected  an  elegant  design  to  be  placed  on  each 
article  of  the  set,  and,  taking  one  cup  as  a  sample,  placed  the  design  in  the  centre, 
writing  around  it  "  Put  this  in  the  middle."  In  due  time  the  new  set  was  received 
from  the  Celestial  Empire,  and  the  astonished  family  read  in  the  bottom  of  each  cup 
and  saucer,  deeply  burned  into  the  china,  "  Put  this  in  the  middle."  May  it  not  be 
possible  that  some  literal  die-sinker,  having  the  instructions  to  place  a  bust  with  the 
word  Lincoln  beneath  on  the  reverse  of  the  medal,  stamped  the  word 
reverse,  which  was  only  intended  as  an  instruction  to  the  maker  ? 

The  campaign  of  1864  opened  up  at  a  critical  time  for  our  country.  It  was  felt 
by  all  the  supporters  of  the  Union  that  a  change  of  administration  at  this  time  might 
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be  attended  with  very  serious  consequences  to  the  cause.  Mr.  Lincoln  had  been 
thoroughly  tried  and  not  found  wanting ;  the  man  who  had  been  laughed  at  for  his 
ungainly  proportions  and  sneered  at  for  his  illiteracy,  had  endeared  himself 
thoroughly  to  the  hearts  of  all  loyal  people.  I  have  not  many  medals  to  show  you 
of  this  second  campaign,  but  in  looking  at  such  as  will  now  appear,  I  want  to  direct 
your  attention  to  the  fact  that  the  rail-splitter  has  been  forgotten,  and  but  one 
sobriquet  of  the  former  campaign  remains  attached  to  Mr.  Lincoln,  that  of  honest 
old  Abe ;  people  had  learned  to  honor  and  value  their  President,  and  needed  no 
extraneous  help  in  this  campaign. 

Here  is  a  badge  (No.  19)  which  I,  as  a  boy  of  eleven,  wore  during  the  fall  of 

1864.  Little  campaigning  was  done,  and  the  Wide  Awakes  had  disappeared,  but 
such  campaign  organizations  as  were  formed  were  known  as  War  Eagles.  I  now 
show  you  the  obverse  of  the  medal  (No.  20)  inscribed  Lincoln  and  johnson, 
union  candidates,  1864.  I  would  call  your  attention  to  the  fact  that  in  that 
campaign  the  name  "Republican"  appears  more  rarely,  and  that  of  "Union"  quite 
often.  The  next  medal  (No.  21)  is  inscribed  Abraham  Lincoln,  1864,  with  a 
reverse  (No.  22)  inscribed  the  people's  choice  for  president.  The  sweeping 
victory  by  which  Mr.  Lincoln  was  elected  for  his  second  term  was  an  emphatic  en- 
dorsement of  his  policy. 

A  medal  of  considerable  interest  was  struck  early  in  1865  to  commemorate  the 
Northwestern  Sanitary  Fair  held  at  Chicago.  The  fairs  held  in  the  principal  cities 
in  aid  of  the  United  States  Sanitary  Commission  are  familiar  to  most  of  us, 
especially  our  own  Metropolitan  Fair  and  the  Great  Centennial  Fair  in  Philadelphia. 
The  obverse  (No.  23)  which  is  now  before  you,  presents  a  bust  of  Mr.  Lincoln  with 
the  inscription  memoria  in  sterna  Abraham  Lincoln.  A  curious  circum- 
stance connected  with  this  medal  is  the  fact  that  after  a  few  impressions  had  been 
struck  a  crack  appeared  in  the  die,  which  you  can  plainly  see  in  the  specimen 
on  the  screen,  and  the  said  crack  enters  the  lower  part  of  Mr.  Lincoln's  head 
exactly  where  the  assassin's  bullet  pierced  his  brain  on  the  evening  of  the  four- 
teenth of  April,  1865.  Next  we  have  the  reverse  (No.  24)  of  the  medal  lettered 
northwestern  sanitary  fair,  Chicago,  ill.,  1865,  and  a  somewhat  allegorical 
representation. 

After  the  first  shock  and  horror  attending  the  announcement  of  Mr.  Lincoln's 
assassination,  the  love  and  esteem  in  which  he  was  held  by  the  loyal  nation 
manifested  itself  in  many  ways.  A  prominent  way  to  show  one's  sorrow  was  to 
wear  a  mourning  badge,  pin,  or  medal,  and  this  was  done  by  all  classes  of  our 
citizens  without  regard  to  age  or  sex.  We  now  have  on  the  screen  a  represen- 
tation of  a  mourning  medal  (No.  25)  worn  at  that  time.  The  obverse,  which  we 
first  see,  is  inscribed,  a  sigh  the  absent  claim;  the  dead  a  tear,  with  a 
funeral  urn  and  a  weeping  willow.  The  reverse  (No.  26)  which  now  follows  is  in- 
scribed  ABRAHAM   LINCOLN,  PRESIDENT   OF    THE   UNITED    STATES,  DIED    APRIL   15, 

1865,  by  the  hands  of  A  rebel  assassin.  Next  you  have  another  specimen  of 
the  same  class  of  medal  (No.  27)  in  memory  of  Abraham  Lincoln.  Now  follows 
a  somewhat  more  ambitious  medal,  probably  struck  some  time  after  the  funeral 
obsequies,  and  we  see  the  obverse  before  us  (No.  28).  It  is,  however,  to  the  re- 
verse (No.  29),  which  will  now  appear  on  the  screen,  that  I  desire  to  call  your 
especial  attention,  as  for  the  first  time  Mr.  Lincoln  seems  to  be  placed  on  a  par  with 
Washington,  one  being  entitled  the  father,  and  the  other  the  saviour  of  his  country. 
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And  now  we  come  to  a  medal  which,  as  it  was  issued  under  the  auspices  of 
The  American  Numismatic  and  Archaeological  Society,  deserves  detailed  attention  at 
our  hands.  At  a  meeting  of  our  Society  held  shortly  after  Mr.  Lincoln's  assassination 
it  was  resolved  that  a  medal,  creditable  alike  to  its  distinguished  subject  and  to  the 
Society,  should  be  struck,  and  after  consideration  Mr.  Emil  Sigel  was  selected  to  cut 
the  die  and  strike  the  medals.  Some  delay  took  place  and  it  was  not  until  nearly 
a  year  afterwards  that  the  die-sinker  was  able  to  complete  his  work  (Nos.  30  and  31). 
Some  difficulty  was  experienced  in  rinding  a  sufficiently  powerful  press  to  strike  the 
medals,  as  they  were  of  unusual  thickness  and  great  relief ;  only  sixteen  impressions 
in  bronze  had  been  struck  when  the  dies  were  broken  so  badly  as  to  necessitate  the 
abandonment  of  striking  any  more  in  hard  metal.  Subsequently  a  new  die  was 
made  differing  slightly  from  the  first  on  the  obverse,  but  on  the  reverse  it  differs  in 
that  the  word  "  acts"  was  omitted  from  the  inscription,  reading  simply  IN  MEMORY 
OF  the  life  and  death  of  Abraham  LINCOLN.  Inscribed  on  the  ribbon  which 
is  entwined  in  the  wreath  is  published  by  the  American  numismatic  and 
archaeological  society  OF  new  york.  Our  Society  remains,  but  Time  has  laid 
a  heavy  hand  upon  our  members  and  few  indeed  are  now  with  us  who  were  instru- 
mental in  fathering  the  striking  of  this  medal. 

As  a  specimen  of  very  creditable  work  by  private  individuals,  I  show  this  medal 
(No.  32)  of  Abraham  Lincoln,  struck  by  a  well-known  die-sinker  of  Philadelphia 
immediately  after  the  assassination.  The  reverse  (No.  33),  which  now  comes  upon 
the  screen,  with  its  broken  column  and  its  appropriate  inscription,  he  is  in  glory 
and  the  nation  in  tears,  is  of  effective  character. 

One  of  the  most  beautiful  medallic  memorials  of  Mr.  Lincoln  (No.  34)  is  now 
before  us,  struck  in  Switzerland  by  an  accomplished  artist.  Its  reverse  (No.  35), 
inscribed  with  malice  towards  none  and  with  charity  for  all,  commemorates 
the  great  act  of  Mr.  Lincoln's  life,  the  Proclamation  of  the  Emancipation  on  the  22d 
of  September,  1862. 

A  worthy  close  to  our  medallic  memorials  is  the  grand  specimen  now  shown 
(No.  36),  and  the  facts  attending  its  production  are  well  worth  rehearsing;  it  is  a 
tribute  from  forty  thousand  of  the  French  people.  Soon  after  the  assassination  of 
Abraham  Lincoln  a  subscription  was  commenced  in  France,  limited  to  two  cents  to 
each  person,  for  the  purpose  of  offering  to  Mrs.  Lincoln  a  gold  medal  in  honor  of  the 
deceased  hero,  and  as  a  testimonial  of  sympathy  on  the  part  of  the  French  people 
with  the  American  people  in  their  bereavement. 

The  French  Government,  at  the  instance  of  Napoleon  III.,  threw  every  obstacle 
in  the  way  of  the  success  of  the  undertaking,  prohibiting  the  publication  of  any 
appeal,  and  even  forbidding  the  medal  to  be  struck  in  France.  After  considerable 
delaj^  it  was  produced  in  Switzerland.  The  reverse  (No.  37)  is  a  most  elaborate 
design  and  most  admirably  executed.  A  letter  accompanied  the  gold  medal  to  Mrs. 
Lincoln,  of  which  the  following  is  a  translation  : 

"  Paris,  October  13,  1866. 

"  Madam  :  We  have  been  charged  with  the  duty  of  presenting  to  you  the  medal 
in  honor  of  the  great  and  honest  man  whose  name  you  bear,  and  which  forty  thou- 
sand French  citizens  have  caused  to  be  struck,  with  a  desire  to  express  their  sympathy 
for  the  American  Union,  in  the  person  of  one  of  its  most  illustrious  and  purest 
representatives.  If  France  possessed  the  liberty  enjoyed  by  Republican  America, 
we  would  number  with  us  not  merely  thousands  but  millions  of  the  admirers  of 
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Lincoln,  and  of  the  partisans  of  those  opinions  to  which  he  devoted  his  life,  and 
which  are  consecrated  by  his  death.  Please  accept,  Madam,  the  homage  of  our  pro- 
found respect.     Signed  by  the  members  of  the  committee." 

My  task  is  finished.  I  have  endeavored  to  show  you  a  medallic  history  of 
a  great  life.  Starting  from  the  crude  campaign  tokens  of  1860  we  have  seen  how, 
in  a  few  brief  years,  the  almost  unknown  Republican  candidate  became  the  object  of 
universal  admiration,  not  only  at  home,  but  abroad.  Like  shells  which  strew  the 
beach  after  the  retreating  tide,  these  little  pieces  of  tin,  or  copper,  or  silver  are  left  to 
us  to  mark  the  career  of  Abraham  Lincoln.  Can  I  find  more  fitting  words  to  close 
my  paper  than  those  uttered  by  Mr.  Lincoln  as  he  stood  on  the  battlefield  of 
Gettysburg  ? 

"  Fourscore  and  seven  years  ago  our  fathers  brought  forth  upon  this  continent  a 
new  nation,  conceived  in  liberty,  and  dedicated  to  the  proposition  that  all  men  are 
equal.  Now  we  are  engaged  in  a  great  Civil  War,  testing  whether  that  nation,  or 
any  nation  so  conceived  and  so  dedicated,  can  long  endure. 

"We  are  met  on  a  great  battlefield  of  that  war.  We  are  met  to  dedicate  a  portion 
of  it  as  the  final  resting-place  of  those  who  here  gave  their  lives  that  that  nation 
might  live.  It  is  altogether  fitting  and  proper  that  we  should  do  this.  But,  in 
a  larger  sense,  we  cannot  consecrate,  we  cannot  hallow  this  ground.  The  brave  men, 
living  and  dead,  who  struggled  here  have  consecrated  it  far  above  our  power  to  add 
or  detract.  The  world  will  little  note,  nor  long  remember,  what  we  say  here ;  but  it 
can  never  forget  what  they  did  here.  It  is  for  us,  the  living,  rather  to  be  dedicated 
here  to  the  unfinished  work  that  they  have  thus  far  so  nobly  carried  on.  It  is  rather 
for  us  to  be  here  dedicated  to  the  great  task  remaining  before  us, — that  from  these 
honored  dead  we  take  increased  devotion  to  the  cause  for  which  they  here  gave  up 
the  last  full  measure  of  devotion ;  that  we  here  highly  resolve  that  the  dead  shall 
not  have  died  in  vain  ;  that  the  nation  shall,  under  God,  have  a  new  birth  of 
freedom  ;  and  that  the  government  of  the  people,  by  the  people,  and  for  the  people, 
shall  not  perish  from  the  earth." 


PRESENTATION  OF  LOVING  CUP  TO  MR.  EDWARD  GROH. 

By  Henry  Russell  Drowne. 

Mr.  President,  Ladies,  and  Gentlemen  : 

During  the  many  years  of  my  association  with  this  Societ}^,  there  has  been  no 
duty  which  I  have  been  called  upon  to  perform  which  has  given  me  more  genuine 
pleasure  than  that  which  falls  to  me  this  evening,  and  this  because  I  have  been 
asked  to  present  in  your  behalf  a  token,  representative  of  your  love  and  esteem,  to 
one  of  our  oldest  and  most  honored  members. 

Mr.  Edward  Groh,  it  is  for  you  that  my  few  words  are  intended  ;  as  one  of  the 
founders  and  incorporators  of  this  Society,  we  owe  you  a  debt  of  gratitude,  and  as  a 
fellow-member,  we  wish  to  show  some  expression,  not  only  of  our  high  esteem  but 
also  of  our  appreciation  of  the  great  interest  that  you  have  unceasingly  taken  in  behalf 
of  our  Society.     No  one  has  been  more  active  in  keeping  alive  the  interest  in  the 
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science  of  Numismatics,  or  by  his  earnest  efforts  has  contributed  more  to  our  Society's 
success  than  your  good  self. 

We  have  caused  to  be  made  this  gift,  which,  being  composed  of  precious  metal, 
is  indicative  of  the  sterling  worth  of  your  character  as  a  man  and  fellow-member, 
and  I  beg  you  in  behalf  of  your  associates  here  that  you  accept  it  with  their  love 
and  highest  regards. 

The  cup  is  of  silver  and  is  inscribed  as  follows  : 

TO 

EDWARD  GROH, 

ONLY   SURVIVING  ORIGINAL  MEMBER 
OF 

The  American  Numismatic  and  Archaeological  Society 
Founded  1858, 

HIS  FRIENDS  WHOSE  NAMES  ARE  HERE  INSCRIBED 

Give  this  Loving  Oup, 

IN  RECOGNITION    OF    HIS    DEVOTION    TO   THE     SOCIETY    AND    IN    AFFECTIONATE    APPRECIATION 

OF  HIS  KINDNESS    AND    COURTESY. 

New  York, 
December  Sixth,  1900. 

Samuel  P.  Avery,  Joseph  N.  T.  Levick, 

Bauman  L.  Belden,  Lyman  Haynes  Low, 

Victor  D.  Brenner,  Nelson  Pehr  Pehrson, 

John  M.  Dodd,  Jr.,  Charles  Pryer, 

Henry  Russell  Drowne,  J.  Sanford  Saltus, 

Charles  Gregory,  Dr.  H.  R.  Storer, 

J.  Coolidge  Hills,  James  H.  Whitehouse; 

George  Frederick  Kunz,  William  R.  Weeks, 

Woodbury  G.  Langdon,  Herbert  Valentine, 
Andrew  C.  Zabriskie. 


INSIGNIA  OF  AMERICAN  MILITARY  SOCIETIES  SINCE  THE 

WAR   OF  1812. 


By  Bauman  Lowe  Belden. 


In  1895  I  read  a  paper  before  this  Society  on  the  Insignia  of  the  Military  and 
Hereditary  Societies,  commemorating  the  Colonial  Wars,  the  War  of  the  Revolution 
and  the  War  of  1812. 

Some  months  ago  the  Chairman  of  your  Committee  on  Papers  and  Publications 
requested  me  to  supplement  that  paper  with  another,  of  the  same  character,  on  the 
insignia  of  the  societies  of  the  later  wars  and  such  other  societies  of  a  hereditary 
and  commemorative  character  as  had  not  been  mentioned  in  my  first  paper,  whether 
relating  to  military  or  other  events. 
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I  found  that  to  comply  with  that  request  would  mean  a  paper  long  enough  for 
a  fair-sized  book,  and  not  wishing  to  inflict  too  much  on  you  at  one  time  I  have 
divided  it  up  and  will  speak  to  you  this  evening  on  the  Military  Societies  of  the  later 
wars  only,  leaving  the  others  for  future  occasions. 

A  military  society  is  a  society  organized  by  actual  participants  in  the  military 
operations,  or  actual  members  of  the  military  organization  which  the  society 
commemorates — military,  of  course,  meaning  the  navy  as  well  as  the  army. 

A  military  society  may  be  hereditary  or  not ;  if  it  is  open  to  the  descendants  of 
original  members  and  of  those  eligible  to  original  membership,  it  still  remains  a  mil- 
itary society,  even  if  all  the  original  members  are  dead  and  the  present  membership 
is  entirely  composed  of  hereditary  members. 

These  societies  are  recognized  by  the  Government,  and  a  joint  resolution  of 
Congress,  approved  Sept.  25,  1890,  provides  that  their  distinctive  badges  "  may  be 
worn  upon  all  occasions  of  ceremony  by  officers  and  enlisted  men  of  the  Army  and 
Navy  of  the  United  States  who  are  members  of  said  organizations  in  their  own 
right "  ;  this,  by  decisions  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  also  applies  to  members  by  right 
of  inheritance. 

The  insignia  of  the  most  of  these  societies  consists  of  a  badge  of  metal  pendant 
from  a  ribbon,  to  be  worn  on  the  left  breast  on  stated  occasions  only,  and  a  lapel 
button  of  either  metal  or  silk,  which  may  be  worn  at  all  times.  Except  where  there 
is  some  special  reason  for  so  doing,  I  will  not  describe  the  buttons.  They  usually 
contain  a  portion  of  the  design  of  the  badge  or  are  rosettes  of  silk  of  the  colors  of 
the  ribbon. 

The  first  of  these  societies  to  which  I  will  call  your  attention  is  the 

AZTEC    CLUB   OF  1847. 

On  the  14th  of  September,  1847,  the  United  States  Army,  commanded  by  Gen- 
eral Scott,  after  a  series  of  brilliant  victories,  entered  the  city  of  Mexico. 

On  the  13th  of  October  of  the  same  year  a  meeting  of  officers  was  called  to 
form  a  club  "for  the  entertainment  of  its  members  and  their  guests  while  in  the 
city." 

The  club  was  soon  organized  and  secured  for  its  club-house  the  residence  of 
Senor  Boca  Negra,  a  former  Mexican  Minister  to  Washington. 

In  May,  1848,  with  a  view  to  keeping  the  organization  alive  after  the  return  of 
the  army  to  the  United  States,  it  was 

"  Resolved,  That  the  organization  of  the  Club  shall  continue  with  its  present 
officers  for  a  period  of  five  years  from  the  14th  September,  1847." 

The  club  at  that  time  consisted  of  160  members  and  two  honorary  members  — 
General  Scott  and  Chaplain  John  McCarty. 

In  1852  new  officers  were  elected,  but  no  regular  meetings  were  held  until 
September,  1867,  at  which  time  "officers  were  elected,  a  place  and  day  for  the  next 
annual  meeting  named,  a  list  of  the  original  members  ordered  printed  and  distrib- 
uted, and  a  commemoration  badge,  to  be  designed  for  transmission  to  living  members 
and  to  the  families  of  those  deceased."  * 

This  badge,  or,  as  it  should  be  correctly  termed,  order,  consists  of  a  Maltese 
cross,  enameled  in  blue  with  a  border  of  gold,  between  the  arms  of  which  are  rays 
of  gold,  the  whole  forming  an  eight-pointed  star,  in  the  centre  of  which  is  a  circular 

*  Chronicle  of  the  Club,  published  with  the  Constitution  and  list  of  Members,  1896. 
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medallion  enameled  in  green,  containing  the  arms  of  Mexico — eagle  and  cactus — in 
gold,  and  the  legend,  city  of  Mexico,  army  of  occupation",  in  gold  letters. 

Reverse :  The  cross  enameled  in  white  with  a  border  of  gold,  rays  as  on  ob- 
verse, in  the  centre  a  similar  medallion  enamelled  in  red,  bearing  the  American 

eagle  and  shield  in  gold, 
and  inscribed  in  gold 
letters,  aztec  club  u.  s. 
ARMY  1847. 

The  whole  suspended 
by  a  ribbon  of  green, 
bordered  with  white  and 
edged  with  blue. 

The  ribbon  as  origin- 
ally made  consisted  of  a 
green  ribbon  bordered 
with  white  and  a  narrow 
blue  ribbon  sewed  on 
each  edge,  and  later  of  a 
single  piece  containing 
the  colors  as  stated ;  also 
in  some  cases  the  green 
medallion  is  found  on 
the  white  cross  and  the 
red  medallion  on  the 
blue  cross,  and  in  the 
latest  style  the  reverse  cross  is  gold,  with  a  border  of  blue  enamel. 

Various  amendments  to  the  Constitution,  relating  to  the  admission  of  members, 
have  been  made,  and  the  membership  roll  now  contains,  as  primary  members : 

The  original  160  members  and  the  eldest  male  representatives  of  those 
deceased. 

Officers  who  were  killed  in  battle  or  died  of  wounds  in  Mexico  before  the  for- 
mation of  the  club,  represented  by  the  eldest  male  descendants. 

Officers  of  the  Army,  Navy  and  Marine  Corps  who  served  in  any  part  of 
Mexico  during  the  war  and  the  eldest  male  representatives  of  those  deceased ;  and  as 
associate  members  the  eldest  male  descendants  of  living  primary  members. 

The  roll  of  membership  in  February  last  (1900)  contained  300  names,  of  which 
238  were  living  at  that  time. 

The  club  was  incorporated  in  1892. 

NATIONAL   ASSOCIATION  OF  MEXICAN  WAR  VETERANS. 

Closely  following  the  Mexican  war  came  the  discovery  of  gold  in  California, 
and  among  those  who  travelled  across  the  plains  or  around  the  "  Horn  "  in  search  of 
wealth  in  the  newly-acquired  territory  were  many  ex-soldiers,  who,  as  there  was  no 
more  fighting  to  do,  had  to  turn  their  attention  to  new  fields  of  labor  or  adventure. 

Some  prospered,  many  did  not,  and  as  time  went  on  it  became  a  common  occur- 
rence for  a  veteran  to  die  without  friends  and  without  money,  far  away  from  his  old 
home,  and  to  fill  a  pauper's  grave,  with  nobody  even  to  notify  his  family  or  friends 
in  the  East  of  what  had  become  of  him. 


OBVERSE. 


REVERSE. 
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On  the  13th  of  July,  1866,  an  association  of  Mexican  war  veterans  in  the  State 
of  California  was  formed  in  San  Francisco  for  the  purpose  of  assisting  comrades  in 
distress  and  giving  them  a  decent  burial  in  case  of  death. 

This,  in  time,  proving  a  severe  drain  on  the  resources  of  the  association  and  its 
members,  Mr.  Alexander  M.  Kenaday,  who  was  the  originator  of  the  association, 
was  sent  as  its  accredited  agent  to  Washington,  in  1868,  to  bring  the  claims  of  the 
veterans  in  California  before  the  National  Government,  with  a  view  to  the  establish- 
ment of  a  branch  of  the  Soldiers'  Home  on  the  Pacifie  coast. 

Meeting  with  no  success,  Mr.  Kenaday  continued  in  Washington,  and,  happen- 
ing to  attend  a  meeting  of  Mexican  war  veterans  which  was  held  on  February  27, 
1873,  to  arrange  to  take  part  in  the  procession  at  the  inauguration  of  General  Grant, 
which  was  to  take  place  on  the  4th  of  March,  he  took  occasion  at  that  time  to  call  to 
the  attention  of  those  present  a  petition,  that  had  been  recently  presented  to  Congress 
by  an  association  of  veterans  in  Pittsburg,  for  a  pension  to  all  survivors  of  the 
Mexican  war,  and  to  suggest  the  formation  of  a  National  Association  of  Mexican 
War  Veterans  to  further  that  object. 

On  the  1st  of  May,  1873,  an  association  was  formed,  called  the  "  Associated 
Veterans  of  1846,"  and  an  invitation  was  sent  to  all  associations  of  Mexican  War 
Veterans  then  existing  or  in  process  of  organization  to  send  delegates  to  a  National 
Convention. 

Representatives  from  thirty-two  States  met  in  Washington  on  the  15th  of 
January,  1874,  and  effected  a  National  organization.  Soon  there  were  State  associa- 
tions in  every  State  and  local  associations  in  many  places. 

The  National  Association  adopted  a  badge  in  1876,  which  consisted  of  a  shield 

of  either  gold,  silver  or  bronze,  having  on  a  raised  rim  around  the  edge  the  names  of 

the  principal   battles  of  the   Mexican  War:    tobasco,  vera 

CRUZ,     PALO     ALTO,     BTJENA     VISTA,     CERRO     GORDO,     CHERU- 

btjsco,  cheptjltepec,  san  pascual  ;  in  the  centre  a  Maguey 
plant  with  a  cactus  on  each  side.  The  word  Mexico  above, 
and  below,  a  castle,  the  insignia  of  the  Engineer  Corps,  and 
the  date,  1846,  surrounded  by  a  laurel  wreath,  tied  at  the 
bottom  with  a  ribbon  bearing  the  names,  scott,  perry  and 
TAYLOR ;  and  between  the  wreath  and  the  edge,  twenty -nine 
stars — the  number  of  States  in  the  Union  at  that  time. 
Above,  the  insignia  of  the  other  branches  of  the  service — to 
right,  a  field-piece,  Artilleiy,  in  centre,  a  group  of  arms,  musket,  Infantry,  sabre  and 
pistol,  Cavalry,  and  rifle,  Volunteers,  at  top  a  bomb,  Ordnance,  and  to  left  a  ship- 
Navy.  Reverse,  plain ;  suspended  b}>-  a  red,  white  and  blue  ribbon  from  a  bar 
inscribed  national  association  veterans.  A  miniature  shield  was  also  used  as 
a  lapel  button. 

The  various  state  and  local  organizations  were  independent  of  the  National 
Association,  but  in  most  cases  used  the  same  badge,  though  doubtless  some  had 
distinctive  badges  of  their  own.  The  cabinet  of  this  Society  contains  a  silver  shield 
of  the  same  shape  as  that  of  the  National  Association,  with  a  fortress  on  a  hill,  at 
the  foot  of  which  is  a  field-piece,  pile  of  cannon  balls  and  cactus ;  a  ship  in  the  back- 
ground ;  above,  veterans  of  the  Mexican  war  ;  below,  1846. 

A  similar  one  belonged  to  Mr.  Kenaday  and  is  engraved  on  the  back,  "  Alex- 
ander M.   Kenaday,   Organizer,    June,   1866.      Delegate  and  Organizer,   National 
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Association,  1873,"  from  which  it  might  be  inferred  that  it  was  issued  either  by  the 
National  Association,  previous  to  the  adoption  of  the  badge  first  described,  or  by  the 
California  Association  which  Mr.  Kenaday  organized,  though  it  may  have  belonged 
to  one  of  the  other  State  or  local  organizations.  I  have  been  unable  to  obtain  more 
definite  information  regarding  it. 

It  is  over  half  a  century  since  the  close  of  the  Mexican  War,  and  not  many  of 
its  veterans  are  left.  Such  of  their  associations  as  are  still  in  existence  consist  of  a 
few  old  men  who  meet  as  comrades  of  long  ago,  to  fight  again  the  battles  of 
the  past. 

I  will  now  call  your  attention  to  two  orders  which  have  reference  to  the  earlier 
wars  of  this  country,  as  well  as  those  since  the  War  of  1812,  and  which,  as  relating 
to  the  later  wars,  properly  come  within  the  scope  of  this  paper. 

THE    MILITARY   ORDER   OF    FOREIGN   WARS    OF   THE    UNITED   STATES 

was  organized  in  New  York  City  on  the  27th  of  December,  1894,  as  the  "  Military 
and  Naval  Order  of  the  United  States,"  and  on  July  22,  1895,  its  present  name  was 
adopted ;  it  represents  the  War  of  the  Revolution,  War  with  Tripoli,  War  of  1812, 
Mexican  War,  and  War  with  Spain,  and  its  membership  consists  of  commissioned 
officers  of  the  Army  and  Navy  who  served  in  any  of  these  wars,  and  who  are  called 
Veteran  Companions  and  male  lineal  descendants,  in  the  male  line,  of  such  officers, 
who  are  called  Hereditary  Companions. 

The  order  now  consists  of  a  National  Commandery  and  sixteen  State  Com- 
manderies,  and  has  a  membership  of  about  1400. 

The  insignia  is  described  in  the  constitution  of  the  order  as  follows : 

"  The  insignia  of  the  Order  shall  be  pendant  from  a  ribbon  by  a  gold  ring,  and 
wreath  of  chased  gold,  and  shall  be 

Obverse — A  red  enameled  star  of  eight  points,  each  star-point  edged  and 
divided  by  a  line  of  gold ;  and  between  each  two  star-points,  rays  of  burnished 
gold,  joined,  and  ending  in  a  point ;  and  in  the  centre  an  eagle  of  raised  and 
chased  gold  with  extended  wings. 

Reverse — Stars  and  rays  the  same.  In  the  centre,  within  a  circular  band  of 
blue  enamel,  edged  with  gold,  and  bearing  in  gold  the  motto  :  "  Deus  et  Libertas," 
an  anchor  and  crossed  swords  upon  a  field  of  red. 

"  The  ribbon  shall  be  of  watered  silk,  ribbed,  one  inch  and  one  half  in  width 
and  one  inch  and  one  half  in  displayed  length,  of  buff,  bordered  with  blue  and 
edged  with  red." 

There  is  also  a  miniature  insignia,  the  same  except  in  size. 

The  insignia  as  first  adopted  was  slightly  smaller  and  a  narrow  line  of  gold  ex- 
tended through  the  centre  of  each  star  point. 

THE   NAVAL   ORDER   OF   THE    UNITED    STATES 

is  an  organization  somewhat  similar  in  character,  except  that  the  service,  which 
constitutes  eligibility  to  membership,  is  confined  to  the  Navy  and  includes  the 
Civil  War. 

Members  of  the  first  class  are  commissioned  officers  of  the  Navy  and  Marine 
Corps  who  served  in  any  of  the  wars  in  which  this  country  was  engaged,  from  the 
Revolutionary  War  to  the  War  with  Spain,  and  male  descendants  of  such  officers. 


NATIONAL 
ASSOCIATION? 
NAVAL VETERANS 


MILITARY  ORDER  OF  FOREIGN  WARS.  NAVAL  ORDER  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES.  UNION  VETERANS'  UNION. 

FARRAQUT  VETERAN  ASSOCIATION  OF  NEW  YORK.  NAVAL  VETERAN  LEGION  OF  PHILADELPHIA. 

NATIONAL  ASSOCIATION  OF  NAVAL  VETERANS. 
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Members  of  the  second  class  are  enlisted  men  who  have  received  the  U.  S. 
Naval  Medal  of  Honor  for  bravery. 

The  insignia  is  a  gold  cross  pattee,  one  and  one  quarter  inches  in  diameter, 
enameled  in  blue,  edged  with  gold,  in  the  centre  a  circle  of  blue  enamel,  with  an 
eagle  and  anchor  of  gold  and  thirteen  gold  stars,  encircled  by  a  band  of  white 
enamel  bearing  the  motto:  fidelitas  et  patria,  in  gold  letters. 

Reverse:  Colors  the  same,  in  centre  the  insignia  of  the  Marine  Corps — an  eagle, 
globe,  and  anchor — and  the  inscription :  naval  order  of  the  united  states. 

Suspended  by  a  ribbon  of  red,  bordered  with  white. 

There  is  also  a  miniature  insignia. 

Officers  of  the  General  Commanclery  wear  a  star  of  silver  two  and  one  quarter 
inches  in  diameter,  in  the  centre  of  which  is  the  obverse  of  the  cross  surmounted  by 
a  naval  crown  of  gold  and  white  enamel. 

The  Order  was  first  organized  in  Boston  on  July  4,  1890,  as  the  "  Naval  Com- 
mandery  of  the  United  States  " ;  its  membership  was  limited  in  number  and  consisted 
of  officers  and  enlisted  men  who  had  served  in  the  Navy  and  Marine  Corps  and 
their  descendants. 

Another  organization  of  the  same  character  was  organized  in  Boston  in  1892, 
called  the 

NAVAL   LEGION   OF   THE    UNITED   STATES, 

which  had  for  its  badge  a  Maltese  cross  enameled  in  white  with  a  border  of  gold, 
resting  on  a  ship's  wheel  of  gold,  in  the  centre  a  circle  of  red  with  an  eagle  of  gold, 

surrounded  by  a  band  of  blue  with  the  motto,  fidel- 
itas et  patria,  in  gold  letters. 

Reverse:  Colors  the  same,  in  the  centre  a  capstan 
and    the    legend :    naval   legion   of   the    united 

STATES. 

Suspended  by  a  gold  link  and  ring  from  a  ribbon 
of  red,  bordered  with  white. 

A  meeting  of  these  two  societies  was  held  June  19, 
1893,  for  the  purpose  of  uniting  in  the  formation  of  a 
national  organization,  and  on  August  15  of  the  same 
year  the  General  Commandery  of]  the  Naval  Order  of 
the  United  States  was  fully  organized,  the  parent 
bodies  becoming  the  Massachusetts  Commandery  and 
the  membership  restricted  to  officers  and  their  descen- 
dants. The  order  now  consists  of  six  State  Com- 
manderies,  with  a  membership  of  335. 

The  War  of  the  Rebellion  had  just  been  brought 
to  a  close  when  the  whole  country  was  shocked  by  the  news  of  the  assassination 
of  President  Lincoln,  which  occurred  on  the  14th  of  April,  1865.  On  the  follow- 
ing day  three  officers — Colonel  S.  B.  Wylie  Mitchell,  Lieutenant-Colonel  T.  Ellwood 
Zell,  and  Captain  P.  D.  Keyser,  M.D. — met  in  Philadelphia,  and  after  discussing  the 
propriety  of  taking  some  action  on  behalf  of  the  officers  of  the  army  and  navy  at 
that  time  in  Philadelphia  decided  to  issue  a  call  for  a  meeting  of  officers  to  form 
an  association  to  "perpetuate  the  recollections  of  the  day  and  of  the  war."  The 
meeting  was  held  five  days  later — April  20, — and  resulted  in  the  organization  of 
the  Pennsylvania  Commandery  of 
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THE   MILITARY   ORDER   OF   THE    LOYAL    LEGION   OF   THE    UNITED   STATES. 

The  New  York  Commandery,  instituted  January  17,  1866,  was  the  second  to 
be  organized,  and  the  twentieth  and  last  was  that  of  Vermont,  October  14,  1891. 
The  Commandery-in-Ohief  was  instituted  October  21,  1885,  with  headquarters  in 
Philadelphia,  where  the  order  had  its  birth.     The  membership  consists  of  : 

Original  Companions  of  the  First  Class : — Commissioned  officers  of  the  Army, 
Navy  and  Marine  Corps,  regular  and  volunteer,  who  served  during  the  Civil  War. 
Companions  of  the  First  Class  : — The  eldest  male  lineal  descendants  of  deceased 
officers,  and,  in  the  failure  of  such,  the  eldest  male  representative  in  a  collateral  line. 
Companions  of  the  Second  Class : — The  eldest  sons  of  living  Original  Com- 
panions of  the  First  Class. 

Companions  of  the  Third  Class: — "Gentlemen  who,  in  civil  life  during  the 
Rebellion,  were  specially  distinguished  for  conspicuous  and  consistent  loyalty  to  the 
National  Government,  and  were  active  and  eminent  in  maintaining  the  supremacy 
of  the  same." 

On  the  31st  of  January  last  (1900)  the  membership  was  :  6918  Original  First 
Class,  1214  First  Class,  879  Second  Class,  and  35  Third  Class— a  total  of  9046. 

The  insignia  is  a  Maltese  cross  one  and  three  tenths  inches  in  diameter,  enameled 
in  white  with  a  border  of  blue 
and  edged  with  gold,  between 
the  arms  of  which  are  rays  of 
gold,  the  whole  forming  an 
eight  -  pointed  star,  in  the 
centre  a  circle  of  red  on  which 
is  displayed  the  National  eagle 
in  gold,  surrounded  by  a  gold 
band  bearing  the  motto  of  the 
order,    lex     regit     arm  a 

TUENTUR. 

Reverse :  Colors  as  on  ob- 
verse, in  centre  a  faces  sur- 
mounted by  a  Phrygian  cap 
and  two  crossed  sabres,  laurel 
branches  below  and  thirteen 
stars    above ;     legend,    M.    o. 

LOYAL        LEGION        U.     S. 

mdccclxv.     Suspended  by  a 
gold    ring    and    link    from   a 

.  ,    ,  n  c  v  cnoc. 

ribbon. 

For  Original  Companions  of  the  First  Class  the  ribbon  has  a  red  centre 
bordered  with  white  and  edged  with  blue,  and  for  all  other  Companions  the  ribbon 
is  blue  bordered  with  white  and  edged  with  red. 

The  great  ambition  of  the  American  soldier  and  sailor  is  to  be  awarded  the 
United  States  Medal  of  Honor.  This  was  established  by  joint  resolution  of  Con- 
gress, July  12,  1862,  and  under  that  and  subsequent  laws  awarded  to  officers, 
soldiers,  sailors,  and  marines  who  have  especially  distinguished  themselves  by 
gallantry  in  action.     Like  the  Victoria  Cross  of  England  and  the  Iron  Cross  of  Grer- 


OBVERSE. 
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many,  the  Medal  of  Honor,  while  of  but  little  intrinsic  value,  confers  a  greater 
distinction  on  the  wearer  than  many  a  costly  and  elaborate  decoration.  The  medal 
is  a  five-pointed  star  of  bronze,  each  point  containing  a  crown  of  laurel  and  oak 
and  terminating  in  a  trefoil.  In  the  centre,  within  a  circle  of  thirty-four  stars — the 
number  of  States  in  1862, — is  a  figure  of  America,  as  Minerva,  repulsing  Discord. 
On  the  reverse,  which  is  plain,  is  engraved  the  name,  rank,  etc.,  of  the  recipient. 


NAVY  MEDAL. 


ARMY  MEDAL. 


For  the  army,  the  medal  is  suspended  by  a  trophy  of  two  crossed  cannon,  balls, 
and  a  sword  surmounted  by  an  American  eagle,  from  a  ribbon  which  is  attached  to 
a  clasp  composed  of  two  cornucopias  and  the  United  States  shield. 

For  the  navy,  the  medal  is  suspended  by  an  anchor  and  oblong  clasp,  with  star 
in  centre,  from  the  ribbon,  which  is  attached  to  a  similar  clasp  without  the  star. 
The  ribbon  was  originally  thirteen  red  and  white  stripes  with  a  plain  blue  field 
extending  across  the  top.  On  November  10,  1896,  a  new  ribbon  was  adopted,  having 
a  narrow  stripe  of  white  in  the  centre,  flanked  on  each  side  by  a  wide  rstripe  of  blue 
bordered  by  a  stripe  of  red,  the  ribbon  to  extend  around  the  neck  of  the  wearer. 

THE    MEDAL-OF-HONOR   LEGION 

was  organized  April  23,  1890.  Companions  of  the  First  Class  are  those  to  whom 
the  medal  has  been  awarded.  Any  Companion  of  the  First  Class  may  nominate  as 
his  successor  a  son,  or,  in  failure  of  sons,  a  daughter,  or.  having  no  children,  any 
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blood  relation  who  shall  become  a  Companion  of  the  Second  Class,  and  on  the 
decease  of  a  Companion  his  successor  shall  become  a  Companion  of  the  First  Class. 

The  only  insignia  for  Companions  of  the  First  Class  is  a  lapel  button,  having 
the  figures  from  the  centre  of  the  medal,  in  gold,  encircled 
by  a  band  of  white  enamel  inscribed  in  gold  letters, 
medal-of-honor  legion".  On  July  19,  1899,  a  bronze 
badge  for  Companions  of  the  Second  Class  was  adopted, 
consisting  of  a  Greek  cross  resting  on  a  laurel  wreath, 
in  the  centre  the  figures  from  the  centre  of  the  Medal 
of  Honor  encircled  by  a  band  inscribed  medal-of 
honor  legion,  second  class.  Reverse  plain;  sus- 
pended by  a  ribbon  similar  to  that  originally  used  for 
the  medal,  with  an  oblong  clasp  at  top  and  bottom. 

The  United  States  Army,  during  the  Civil  War, 
was  divided  into  twenty-five  corps,  numbered  from 
one  to  twenty-five.  An  emblem  was  adopted  as  a 
badge  for  each  corps  except  the  Thirteenth  and  Twenty- 
first  Corps,  which  adopted  no  badge,  the  Twelfth  Corps 
badge  was  also  adopted  by  the  Twentieth  Corps.  This 
badge  was  worn  by  the  men  on  their  caps  or  other  part 
of  the  uniform,  and  was  either  a  piece  of  cloth  cut  the 
required  shape  and  sewed  on,  or  a  badge  of  metal  enam- 
elled in  color.     The  color  designated  the  division  :   First, 

red;    Second,  white;  and  Third,  blue;  and  if  there  was  a  Fourth  Division,  the  color 
was  green. 


'*  '9  10  21  2  3 

We  are  all  familiar  with  the  bronze  star  of 


z* 
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THE  GRAND  ARMY  OF  THE  REPUBLIC. 


Who  has  not  seen  it? — worn  by  battle-scarred  veterans,  marching  through  our 
streets,  following  their  precious  battle-flags  that  have  been  through  so  many  bloody 
fights,  or  bearing  flowers  to  decorate  the  graves  of  comrades,  dead  but  not  forgotten. 
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This,  the  largest  of  the  military  societies,  was  founded  by  Dr.  Benjamin  F.  Stephenson, 
who  served  during  the  war  as  surgeon  of  the  14th  Illinois  Infantry,  the  first 
post  being  established  at  Decatur,  111.,  on  the  6th  of  April,  1866.  Veterans  of  the 
Civil  "War  are  alone  eligible  to  membership.  Thirty-five  years  have  passed  since  the 
close  of  that  war,  and  now,  each  year,  there  are  more  graves  to  decorate  and  fewer 
comrades  to  strew  the  flowers.  Ten  years  ago  there  were  409,489  members,  and  the 
last  report  of  the  Adjutant-General,  a  couple  of  months  since,  gave  but  276,662. 
It  is  organized  in  6,778  Posts,  45  State  Departments,  which  consist  of  the  de- 
partment officers  and  representatives  from  each  post  in  the  State,  and  the  National 
Encampment,  which  consists  of  the  national  officers  and  representatives  from  each 
department. 

The  badge  is  a  bronze  star  of  five  points,  each  point  terminating  in  a  trefoil  and 
containing  the  emblem  of  one  of  the  branches  of  the  service — Cavalry,  Infantry,  Artil- 
lery, Navy,  and  a  bugle  for  those  who  furnished  the 
music  ;  in  the  centre,  encircled  by  a  band  inscribed 

GRAND   ARMY  OF    THE    REPUBLIC    1861 — VETERAN" — 

1866,  is  a  figure  of  America,  to  the  right  a  soldier  and 
to  the  left  a  sailor,  their  right  hands  clasped ;  the  left 
hand  of  the  soldier  rests  on  the  head  of  a  child  held 
by  a  kneeling  woman,  the  whole  to  typify  Loyalty, 
Fraternity,  and  Charity.  Reverse:  On  each  point 
of  the  star  a  sprig  of  laurel,  in  centre  United  States 
shield  surrounded  by  the  twenty-two  corps  badges 
and  the  insignia  of  the  Signal  and  Marine  Corps, 
the  whole  encircled  by  thirty-four  stars.  Suspended 
by  a  ribbon,  which  is  a  miniature  American  flag, 
from  a  clasp  consisting  of  a  trophy  of  cannons  and 
balls  surmounted  by  an  eagle  grasping  a  sabre.  For 
officers  and  past  officers  the  ribbon  has  a  border 
on  each  side — buff  for  national  officers,  red  for 
department  officers,  and  light  blue  for  post  officers. 
Officers  wear  a  miniature  shoulder-strap  containing 
the  insignia  of  their  office  in  place  of  the  clasp,  and 
past  officers  wear  the  strap  on  the  ribbon  below 
the  clasp.  This  strap  is  one  and  one  half  inches 
long  and  one  half  inch  wide,  enameled  in  black  for 
national  and  department  officers  and  dark  blue  for  post  officers,  and  with  a  border  of 
gold  (or  gilt).     The  insignia  of  rank  on  the  strap  are  as  follows  : 


llllStk 


Commander-in-Chief,  four  silver  stars. 
Senior  Vice  Commander-in-Chief,  three  silver 

stars. 
Junior  Vice  Commander-in-Chief,  )  two  silver 
Department  Commander,  )       stars. 

Official  Staff  of  Commander-in-Chief, 
Surgeon  General, 

Provisional  Department  Commander,  I   "^tl^1 
Senior  Vice  Department  Commander,  -1 
Junior  Vice  Department  Commander,  one  gilt 

star. 


one 
silver 


of    Department    Com-  ^ 


Official  Staff 
mander, 

Medical  Director, 

Aide-de-Camp  and  Assistant  Adjutant- 
General  to  the  Commander-in-Chief, 

Assistant  Inspector-General, 

Post  Commander, 

Senior  Vice  Post  Commander, 

Aide-de-Camp    to   Department   Com- 
mander, 


silver 
eagle. 


silver 
leaf. 
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Junior  Vice  Post  Commander,  \  Department  Chaplain,  large  silver  cross. 

Assistant  Inspector,  >  gilt  leaf.  Post  Chaplain,  small  silver  cross. 

Post  Surgeon,  )  Post  Officer  of  the  Day,  two  gilt  bars. 

Member  of  Council  of  Administration,  silver  Post  Adjutant,  )  Qne    -lt  ban 

letter  "  C."  Post  Quartermaster,        ) 

Chaplain-in-Chief,  silver  star  and  cross.  Officer  of  the  Guard,  vacant  field. 

The  majority  of  the  State  Departments  have  adopted  distinctive  badges  to  be 
worn,  in  addition  to  the  regular  badge  of  the  order,  at  National  Encampments  and  on 
other  occasions.  Time  will  not  admit  of  any  attempt  to  describe  these  this 
evening.  A  number  of  posts  have  also  adopted  badges  ;  those  of  the  Dahlgren  and 
Lafayette  Posts  of  New  York  City  are  on  exhibition  here  this  evening,  having 
formed  a  part  of  the  Society's  exhibit  at  the  Paris  Exposition. 

THE  UNION  VETERAN  LEGION 

is  an  organization  somewhat  similar  to  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  composed 
of  "  officers,  soldiers,  sailors,  and  marines  of  the  Union  Army,  Navy  and  Marine 
Corps  during  the  war  of  the  Rebellion  who  volunteered  prior  to  July  1,  1863,  for  a 
term  of  three  years,  and  were  honorably  discharged  for  any  cause  after  a  service  of 
at  least  two  continuous  years,  or  were  at  any  time  discharged  by  reason  of  wounds 
received  in  the  line  of  duty.  Also,  those  who  volunteered  for  a  term  of  two  years 
prior  to  July  22,  1861,  and  served  their  full  term  of  enlistment,  unless  discharged 
for  wounds  received  in  the  line  of  duty ;  but  no  drafted  person,  nor  substitute,  nor 
anyone  who  has  at  any  time  borne  arms  against  the  United  States,  is  eligible."  The 
national  association  is  called  the  National  Encampment,  and  there  are  now  154  local 
encampments  in  19  States  with  a  membership  of  about  18,000.  The  first  encamp- 
ment was  organized  in  Pittsburg  on  March  31,  1884,  and  the  National  Encampment 
November  17,  1886. 

The  membership  badge  is  a  bronze  lapel  button  in  the  shape  of  a  shield,  having 
in  the  centre  the  monogram  U.  Y.  L.  and  above  1861-1865,  with  thirty-one  stars 
around  the  edge.  The  badge  for  officers  is  of  silver  and  consists  of  a  Legioa-of- 
Honor  cross — five  arms— resting  on  a  laurel  wreath ;  in  the  centre  the  membership 
shield  just  described,  on  the  three  upper  arms  of  the  cross  the  letters  F.  C.  P.,  for 
Fraternity,  Charity  and  Patriotism,  and  on  the  two  lower  arms  the  insignia  of  the 
different  branches  of  the  service — Infantry,  Cavalry,  Artillery,  and  the  Navy.  The 
reverse  is  plain.  The  ribbon  is  red,  white  and  blue  for  national  officers  and  red 
for  encampment  officers,  and  it  is  suspended  from  a  miniature  shoulder-strap,  black 
for  national  officers  and  blue  for  encampment  officers,  with  a  gilt  border  and  bearing 
the  insignia  of  rank,  as  follows  : 

For  National  Commander,  three  silver  stars.  For  Majors  and  Encampment  Surgeons,  gilt 

For  Senior  Vice    National  Commander,   two  leaf. 

silver  stars.  For  Members  of  Executive  Committee  on  State 

For  Junior  Vice   National    Commander,   one  of  the  Legion,  silver  letters  "  E.  C." 

silver  star.  For  Chaplain-in-Chief,   two  silver  stars  with 

For  the  official  staff  of    the  National  Com-  cross  between. 

mander,  one  gilt  star.  For    Encampment    Chaplains,     small    silver 

For  Adjutant-General,  one  silver  star.  cross. 

For  Aides-cle-Camp  and  Colonels,  silver  eagle.  For  Encampment  Officers  of  the  Day,  two  gilt 

For  Lieutenant-Colonels  and  Assistant  Inspec-  bars. 

tors-General,  silver  leaf. 
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For  Encampment  Officers  of  Guard,   vacant  For  Sergeant-Major,  Quartermaster-Sergeant, 

field.  and     Color- Sergeant,   the    stripes    used    in 

For  Encampment  Adjutant  and  Quartermaster,  service, 
one  gilt  bar. 

THE    UNION"   VETERANS'    UNION 

is  another  association  of  a  similar  character,  composed  of  veterans  of  the  Civil  War 
who  served  at  least  six  months  continuously,  unless  sooner  discharged  on  account  of 
wounds.  It  was  organized  in  Washington,  D.  C,  in  1886,  and  consisted  of  National, 
Department  and  Precinct  Commands,  on  the  same  principle  as  the  Grand  Armv. 
The  National  Command  voted  itself  out  of  existence  in  August,  1899 ;  its  re- 
organization is  a  matter  of  uncertainty.  The  State  departments  and  local  com- 
mands are  now  the  only  organizations. 

The  badge  is  bronze,  of  the  shape  of  a  circular  fort  with  eight  bastions ;  two 
muskets  cross  in  the  centre  and  extend  over  the  edges  and  two  cannon,  of  half 
the  length,  cross  just  below  the  muskets,  above  is  an  anchor,  at  the  sides  and  below 
the  legend,  union  veterans'  union.  Reverse :  plain  ;  suspended  by  a  red,  yellow 
and  blue  ribbon  from  a  bar,  in  the  centre  of  which  are  two  crossed  sabres  and  a 
small  circular  medallion  containing  a  five-pointed  star  with  the  letters,  U.  Y.  U. 
and  the  dates,  1861-1865.  Miniature  shoulder-straps  worn  on  the  ribbon  indicate 
the  rank  of  officers. 

THE    COMRADES    OF   THE    BATTLEFIELD 

is  an  association  of  veterans  of  the  Civil  War  who  have  been  actuallv  under  fire. 
Each  member  must  present  proof  of  the  number  of  days  that  he  was  exposed  to  the 
hostile  fire,  and,  when  that  is  verified  by  the  "  Court  of  Inquiry  "  of  the  association,  a 
certificate  setting  forth  the  facts  is  issued. 

The  only  insignia  is  a  lapel  button  of  gold,  silver,  or  gold  plated,  of  the  shape 
of  a  trefoil ;  in  the  centre  is  a  triangle  with  a  battle  scene,  over  which  is  a  blank  space 
on  which  is  to  be  engraved  the  number  of  days  that  the  member  was  under  fire 
and  over  that  the  word  days  ;  on  the  three  sides,  outside  of  the  triangle,  are  the 
words,  service  under  fire.  For  comrades  who  were  neither  wounded  nor  captured 
the  trefoil  is  enameled  red  and  the  triangle  not  enameled ;  if  wounded,  the  point  of 
the  triangle  containing  the  word  days  is  enameled  in  yellow,  and  if  captured, 
in  blue,  and  if  both  wounded  and  captured,  the  point  of  the  triangle  is  yellow 
and  that  portion  of  the  trefoil  below  the  triangle  is  blue.  To  each  member  is  aiven 
a  special  mark,  which  is  stamped  on  the  back  of  the  badge. 

This  association  was  organized  in  Detroit,  Mich.,  August  5,  1891.  The  members 
are  elected  for  life  and  pay  no  dues. 

THE    ASSOCIATION    OF    UNION   EX-PRISONERS   OF    WAR 

was  organized  in  Chicago  in  1873,  and  consists  of  a  national  and  sixty-one  local 
associations,  with  a  membership  of  about  10,000. 

As  the  name  implies,  its  members  are  those  who  were  in  the  various  Confederate 
prisons  during  the  Civil  War. 

The  insignia  is  a  badge  made  of  gun  metal,  in  some  cases  gold  plated ;  it  is 
rectangular  in  shape  and  represents  a  stockade  with  a  cannon  at  each  corner  pointino- 
toward  the  centre,  which  contains  the  figure  of  an  escaped  prisoner  attacked  by  a 
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bloodhound,  and  is  inscribed  death  before  dishonor  ;  attached  by  a  ring  to  a  knap- 
sack and  crossed  muskets  surmounted  by  an  eagle  with  wings  spread,  suspended  by  a 
red,  white  and  blue  ribbon  from  a  clasp  pin  inscribed 
with  the  name  of  the  wearer's  State  and  the  words 
survivors  of  ;  on  the  ribbon,  are  bars  each  inscribed 
with  the  name  of  one  of  the  Southern  prisons,  and 
thus  showing  the  prison  or  prisons  in  which  the  com- 
rade wearing  the  badge  was  confined.  There  are 
twenty-six  bars,  which  will  be  found  in  all  sorts  of 
combinations  on  different  badges.  The  badge  is  some- 
times worn  without  the  ribbon,  State  pin  and  bars. 

THE   NATIONAL   ASSOCIATION   OF   NAVAL   VETERANS 
OF   THE    UNITED   STATES 

is  an  organization  composed  of  thirty -nine  local  asso- 
ciations, of  various  names,  scattered  over  the  country, 
with  a  membership  of  about  2500  naval  veterans  of 
the  Civil  War.  The  Farragut  Association  of  Phila- 
delphia was  organized  August  5,  1867 ;  The  Farragut 
Association  of  New  York,  November  15,  1883 ;  The 
Gideon  Wells  Naval  Veteran  Association  of  Hartford, 
Conn.,  June  8,  1884,  and  The  Farragut  Veteran  Asso- 
ciation of  the  West,  in  Chicago,  June  25,  1884.  These 
four  organizations  held  a  congress  in  New  York  City, 
January  13, 1887,  and  formed  the  National  Association. 

The  insignia  is  a  badge  of  gun  metal,  an  Amer- 
ican shield,  on  the  field  of  which — instead  of  stars — is 
the  inscription,  don't  give  up  the  ship,  rests  on 
two  crossed  anchors,  on  which  are  the  dates  1861  and 
1865,  surmounted  by  an  eagle  with  wings  spread, 
holding  in  its  beak  a  ribbon  inscribed  national 
association  u.  s.  naval  veterans  and  suspended 
from  a  clasp  pin  from  which  is  also  suspended  a  red 
ribbon  with  thirteen  gold  stars  and  the  name  of  the 
order  in  gold  letters. 

At  the  annual  convention  of  this  Association,  held 
in  Philadelphia  last  year  (1899),  The  Farragut  Associ- 
ation of  New  York  advocated  an  amendment  to  the   membership  clause  of  the 
constitution,  admitting  to  membership  naval  veterans  of  the  Spanish  War ;  this  not 
being  adopted,  The  Farragut  Association  withdrew  from  the  National  Association 
and  became  the  nucleus  of  a  new  order  called  the 


UNITED   STATES   VETERAN  NAVY, 

which  admits  to  membership  naval  veterans  of  both  the  Civil  and  Spanish- American 
Wars. 

The  only  insignia  so  far  adopted  is  a  lapel  button,  oblong  in  shape,  of  blue 
enamel  with   crossed   anchors,  thirteen   stars   and  the  initials  U.  S.  V.  N.,  all   in 
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silver.  The  Farragut  Association,  however,  has  a  badge  of  bronze ;  a  ribbon  bearing 
the  inscription  farragut  veteran  association",  port  of  new  york  encircles  an 
irregular-shaped  field,  in  the  centre  of  which  is  an  eagle  on  a  capstan,  crossed  cannon 
to  the  right,  crossed  swords  to  the  left  and  rays  above  the  eagle,  the  whole  resting 
on  an  anchor  and  suspended  by  a  ring  from  a  clasp  pin. 

There  are  many  local  associations  of  Civil  War  Veterans,  scattered  all  over  the 
country,  which  should  properly  come  under  the  head  of  our  subject.  I  can  only 
take  time  to  mention  a  few. 

THE    SOCIETY    OF   WAR   VETERANS,    SEVENTH   REGIMENT,  N.  G.  S.  N.  Y. 

was  organized  November  24,  1883,  composed  of  members  of  the  7th  Regiment  who 
joined  the  regular  or  volunteer  army  or  navy  and  participated  in  the  Civil  War. 
Seventh  Regiment  men  who  fought  in  the  war  with  Spain  are  also  admitted. 

The  insignia  is  a  Maltese  cross  of  gold  enameled  white,  the  arms  inscribed  "  N. 
Gr.  S.  1ST.  Y.,"  in  centre,  resting  on  crossed  cannon,  the  figure  "  7  "  on  a  red  ground 
encircled  by  a  blue  band  inscribed  society  of  the  war  veterans.  The  ribbon  is 
red,  black,  and  gray.  Hereditary  members  have  a  similar  badge  of  bronze,  suspended 
from  a  bar  inscribed  hereditary. 

THE  NEW  HAMPSHIRE   VETERAN   ASSOCIATION 

has  the  decidedly  unusual  feature  that  the  honorary  members  are  the  only  ones  that 
pay  dues.  They  have  some  compensation,  however,  as  they  are  the  only  ones  that 
wear  a  badge.  It  consists  of  a  cube  of  New  Hampshire  granite  suspended  by  a  red 
ribbon  from  a  clasp  pin  inscribed  N.  h.  veterans  assn.  On  the  ribbon  is  a  bar 
inscribed  honorary.  The  pin  and  bar  are  made  of  metal  from  captured  cannon. 
The  association  is  composed  of  New  Hampshire  veterans  of  the  Civil  War,  and  also 
has  one  hundred  honorary  members  who  are  prominent  citizens  of  New  Hampshire, 
not  veterans.  It  was  organized  in  1876,  and  holds  annual  reunions  on  the  shore  of 
Lake  Winnepesaukee,  where  it  has  permanent  headquarters,  owned  by  the  Association. 

THE  NAVAL  VETERAN  LEGION  OF  PHILADELPHIA 

was  organized  in  that  city  in  1889  ;  it  has  a  membership  of  about  one  hundred  naval 
veterans  of  the  Civil  War.  Its  badge  is  a  circular  medallion  of  bronze,  with  two 
cannon  crossed  and  an  anchor ;  legend  :  naval  veteran  legion.  Reverse  :  plain, 
suspended,  by  a  blue  ribbon,  from  a  clasp  pin,  from  the  centre  of  which  is  also 
suspended  a  bronze  anchor. 

THE   VETERAN   ZOUAVES  OF    ELIZABETH,  N.  J., 

is  a  uniformed  organization,  established  in  1867  with  sixty  members,  of  whom  twenty- 
nine  are  now  left.  Its  badge  is  a  medallion  with  a  portrait  of  General  Drake,  its 
commander  since  its  organization,  Elizabeth,  n.  j.  below,  and  at  the  sides  all  the 
corps  badges,  resting  on  crossed  cannon  inscribed  veteran  zouaves,  1861-65. 
Above  are  crossed  muskets,  crossed  sabres,  capstan  and  anchor,  suspended  from  an 
eagle  resting  on  two  American  flags. 

We  will  now  consider  the  societies  representing  the  different  organizations  of 
the  army  during  the  War  of  the  Rebellion. 
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THE   SOCIETY    OF   THE   ARMY   OF   THE    POTOMAC 

was  organized  in  New  York  City,  July  5,  1869,  by  officers  and  soldiers  who  had 
served  in  that  army.  Its  membership  now  embraces  all  who  served  east  of  the 
Alleghany  Mountains.  There  are  now  about  2000  members.  The  insignia  is  of  gold, 
a  cross  of  six  arms  enameled  in  red,  edged  with  gold  and  bearing  six  corps  badges : 
First  Corps,  a  circle ;  Second,  a  trefoil ;  Third,  a  diamond ;  Fifth,  a  Maltese  cross ;  Sixth, 
a  Greek  cross  ;  and  Ninth,  an  anchor.  In  the  centre  a  gold  medallion,  bearing  the 
monogram  A.  P.  above  a  star,  Twelfth  Corps  badge,  and  below  a  crescent,  the 
Eleventh  Corps.  Above  the  cross  are  two  crossed  cannon,  the  reverse  is  plain, 
suspended  by  a  ribbon  of  white  bordered  with  blue  from  two  crossed  sabres  of  gold. 
Each  Corps  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  is  represented  by  a  society  which  has 
an  organization  of  its  own,  and  which  elects  from  its  own  number  one  of  the  vice-presi- 
dents of  the  Society  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac.  Several  of  these  corps  societies  ante- 
date the  organization  of  the  Society  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac.  The  following  have 
distinctive  badges : 

THE    CAVALRY   SOCIETY   OF    THE    ARMIES   OF   THE    UNITED    STATES. 

This  society  was  organized  in  New  York  City,  July  5,  1869,  at  the  time  of  the 
first  meeting  of  the  Society  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  and  while  it  was  organized  as 
one  of  the  corps  societies  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  it  admits  to  membership  all 
who  served  in  the  cavalry,  even  though  not  connected  with  that  army.  The  insignia 
is  a  pair  of  crossed  sabres  of  gold  on  an  oval  sunburst  of  silver,  and  is  suspended  from 
a  yellow  ribbon  —  the  cavalry  color.       It  may  be  worn  with  or  without  the  ribbon. 

THE    ASSOCIATION    OF   THE   FIRST   ARMY   CORPS 

was  organized  in  Washington,  D.  O,  May  17,  1883.  The  insignia  is  a  circle,  the 
corps  badge,  divided  into  three  sections,  and  enameled  in  red,  white  and  blue,  the 
colors  of  the  three  divisions,  encircled  by  a  plain  gold  band  ;  above,  a  laurel  wreath 
and  rays  of  gold  and  below,  two  branches  of  laurel,  suspended  by  a  red,  white  and 
blue  ribbon  from  a  plain  gold  bar. 

THE   SECOND    CORPS    CLUB 

was  organized  at  Harrisburg,  Pa.,  May  12, 1874.  The  badge  is  a  gold  trefoil,  the 
corps  emblem,  the  leaves  of  which  are  enameled  in  red,  white  and  blue,  and  inscribed 
in  gold  letters  second  corps  club. 

THE   THIRD  ARMY  CORPS   UNION 

is  the  only  association  of  Civil  War  veterans  that  was  established  at  the  front 
during  the  war.  It  was  organized  at  the  First  Division  Headquarters,  at  Brandy 
Station,  Yirginia,  on  September  2,  1863.  On  account  of  army  discipline  only  com- 
missioned officers  could  be  members  at  that  time,  but  since  the  close  of  the  war 
it  has  been  open  to  all  officers  and  men  who  served  in  the  Third  Corps. 

The  insignia  is  a  badge  of  gold,  pendant  from  a  gold  bar  by  a  red,  white  and 
blue  ribbon.  In  the  centre,  upon  two  crossed  swords,  is  a  diamond — the  corps 
badge — surrounded  by  rays,  forming  an  eight-pointed  star,  on  a  plain  field  encircled 
by  a  wreath  of  laurel  enameled  in  green.     Reverse :  plain. 


SOCIETY  OF  THE  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC.  SOCIETY  OF  THE  ARMY  OF  THE  CUMBERLAND. 

SOCIETY  OF  THE  ARMY  OF  THE  JAMES. 
UNION  VETERAN  LEGION.  CAVALRY  SOCIETY.         UNITED  CONFEDERATE  VETERANS. 

SOCIETY  OF  WAR  VETERANS,         REGULAR  AND  VOLUNTEER  SOCIETY  OF  THE  ARMY  OF 

SEVENTH  REGIMENT,  N.  Q.  S.  N.  Y.        ARMY  AND  NAVY  UNION.  SANTIAGO  DE  CUBA. 
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THE    SOCIETY   OF  THE   FIFTH  ARMY  CORPS 

was  organized  at  Springfield,  Mass.,  June  6,  1878.  The  insignia  is  a  Maltese  cross 
— the  Corps  badge — of  gold,  enameled  in  red,  white  and  blue,  in  three  stripes 
extending  across  each  arm  ;  in  the  centre  the  figure  5  in  red,  on  square  of  white 
Reverse  :  plain  ;  suspended  from  a  plain  gold  bar  by  a  ribbon  ;  red  for  members  of  the 
First  Division,  white  for  the  Second  and  blue  for  the  Third,  and  for  those  who 
belonged  to  the  Corps  Headquarters,  red,  white  and  blue. 

THE    SOCIETY    OF  THE    BURNSIDE    EXPEDITION   AND   NINTH   ARMY    CORPS 

was  organized  February  8,  1869 ;  its  insignia  is  a  silver  shield,  suspended  from 
a  silver  bar  by  a  ribbon  of  either  red,  white,  blue  or  green,  the  color  designating 
each  of  the  four  divisions ;  on  the  shield  the  corps  badge, — an  anchor  and  cannon 
crossed ;  below,  two  laurel  branches ;  above,  thirteen  stars ;  the  field  enameled 
in  the  same  color  as  the  ribbon. 

THE    SOCIETY    OF    THE    ARMY    OF    THE    JAMES 

was  organized  in  Boston  in  September,  1868.  Its  last  reunion  was  held  in  1876 ; 
it  has  since  been  disbanded,  its  members  in  most  cases  joining  the  Society  of  the 
Army  of  the  Potomac. 

The  insignia  is  of  gold  and  combines  the  badges  of  the  four  corps  that  com- 
posed the  army.  A  square  fort  with  four  bastions — Tenth  Corps — of  gold,  on  which 
rests  the  Eighteenth  Corps  badge — -four  trefoils  forming  a  cross,  enameled  in  blue  ;  in 
the  centre  a  heart  enameled  in  red — Twenty-fourth  Corps — with  a  gold  anchor — 
Ninth  Corps — on  a  square  of  white.  Reverse  :  plain  ;  suspended  by  a  vertical  bar  of 
gold  from  a  clasp  pin  of  gold  inscribed,  army  of  the  james,  in  blue  letters,  from 
which  is  also  suspended  a  red,  white  and  blue  ribbon. 

THE   SOCIETY   OF   THE    ARMY   OF   THE    CUMBERLAND 

was  organized  February  6,  1868,  and  now  has  a  membership  of  about  five  hundred 
composed  of  officers  and  soldiers  who  served  with  honor  in  that  army. 

The  insignia  is  a  five-pointed  star  of  frosted  gold  with  polished  edge — the  badge 
of  the  Twentieth  Corps  ;  in  centre  a  triangle  of  silver — the  badge  of  the  Fourth  Corps 
— on  which  is  an  acorn  of  gold,  the  cap  of  which  is  enameled  brown — the  Fourteenth 
Corps  badge.  Reverse  :  plain ;  suspended  by  a  red,  white  and  blue  ribbon  from  a 
clasp  of  gold  consisting  of  a  concave  oval,  inscribed  in  black  letters,  army  of  the 
Cumberland,  encircled  by  a  laurel  wreath  and  supported  on  each  side  by  a  pillar. 

THE    SOCIETY   OF   THE  ARMY   OF   THE   TENNESSEE 

held  its  first  meeting  at  Raleigh,  1ST.  C,  April  14,  1865  ;  its  membership  is  now  about 
450,  composed  of  commissioned  officers  who  served  in  that  army,  and  descendants  of 
such  officers. 

The  insignia,  which  was  adopted  in  1869,  is  an  eagle  of  gold,  in  its  talons  a 
silver  arrow — the  Seventeenth  Corps  badge,  on  its  breast  a  cross  within  a  circle,  of 
silver — Sixteenth  Corps— on  which  is  the  figure  13  for  the  Thirteenth  Corps,  and 
a  cartridge  box,  of  gold,  inscribed,  40  rounds,  the  Fifteenth  Corps.  A  wreath  of 
gold  extends  over  the  eagle's  head.  Reverse :  plain ;  suspended  by  a  gold  chain 
from  a  clasp  pin  from  which  is  also  suspended  a  red,  white  and  blue  ribbon. 


56  PAPERS  READ  BEFORE  THE  SOCIETY. 

THE    SOCIETY   OF   THE   ARMY   OF   WEST   VIRGINIA 

was  organized  at  Movmdsville,  W.  Ya.,  September  23,  1870,  all  who  served  in  that 
army  being  eligible  for  membership. 

The  insignia  is  a  six-pointed  star,  enameled  in  red,  bordered  with  yellow  and 
edged  with  blue  ;  in  the  centre  a  circular  medallion  of  gold,  bearing  an  American 
eagle,  encircled  by  a  band  of  white  enamel  inscribed,  society  of  the  army  of 
west  Virginia.     Reverse :  plain ;  suspended  by  a  blue,  yellow  and  red  ribbon. 

THE    SOCIETY   OF   THE   ARMY    OF   THE    OHIO 

and 

THE   SOCIETY   OF  THE   ARMY   OF   GEORGIA 

were  two  organizations  established  in  1868  that  were  short-lived  and  adopted  no 
distinctive  badges. 

THE    ASSOCIATED   VETERANS    OF   FARRAGUT's    FLEET 

is  a  Society  of  naval  veterans  who  served  under  Admiral  Farragut  during  the  Civil 
War.     It  was  organized  in  1898. 

The  insignia  is  a  Maltese  cross  of  gold,  enameled  in  blue,  edged  with  white, 
bearing  in  the  centre  a  portrait  of  Admiral  Farragut  encircled  by  a  band  inscribed 
farragut's  fleet,  suspended  from  a  bow  of  narrow  blue  ribbon. 

An  account  of  the  Civil  War  Societies  would  scarcely  be  complete  without 
some  mention  of  those  who  fought  on  the  other  side. 

Mr.  Saltus,  in  his  paper  on  Confederate  Flags  and  Insignia,  read  before  this 
Society  in  November,  1898,  and  published  in  the  41st  Annual  Proceedings, 
gave  so  good  an  account  of  the 

UNITED    CONFEDERATE   VETERANS 

that  there  is  not  much  left  for  me  to  say. 

It  was  organized  in  New  Orleans,  June  10,  1889,  and  now  is  divided  into  1170 
camps,  with  a  membership  of  about  45,000. 

The  insignia  is  a  square  enameled  lapel  button,  bearing  the  design  of  the  Con- 
federate battle-flag — a  red  field,  with  a  blue  diagonal  cross  bearing  thirteen  white 
stars. 

Some  of  the  local  "  camps  "  use  a  more  elaborate  badge.  For  example,  that  of 
New  York  consists  of  a  Maltese  cross  enameled  white,  in  the  centre  the  insignia  of 
the  order,  as  just  described,  on  the  arms  of  the  cross  to  right  crossed  muskets,  left, 
crossed  sabres,  above  a  field  piece  and  below  a  man-of-war — the  ram  Merrimac, — in 
gilt,  the  whole  suspended  from  a  bar  enameled  white,  and  inscribed  in  gilt  letters 
C.  Y.  C.  of  N.  Y. 

There  are  many  local  Confederate  Yeteran  Associations,  but  we  can  not  consider 
these  at  this  time. 

I  would  next  call  your  attention  to  an  organization  of  those  who  have  served 
in  the  United  States  Army  or  Navy  at  any  time,  without  reference  to  any  particular 
war. 
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THE    REGULAR  AND   VOLUNTEER   ARMY  AND    NAVY    UNION  OF   THE    UNITED 

STATES   OF   AMERICA 

was  organized  at  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  and  incorporated  under  the  laws  of  that  State 
March  31,  1888,  as  the  Regular  Army  Union.  On  the  18th  of  May  of  the  same 
year  the  name  was  changed  to  Regular  Army  and  Navy  Union,  and  on  October  19, 
1899,  the  constitution  was  changed,  making  volunteers  eligible  to  membership,  and 
the  present  name  was  adopted. 

The  present  membership  is  about  4500,  and  is  composed  of  honorably -discharged 
regular  and  volunteer  officers  and  enlisted  men,  and  of  commissioned  officers  of  the 
regular  army,  navy  and  marine  corps,  still  in  the  service,  who  have  served  one  year 
or  over. 

The  insignia  is  of  bronze,  a  Legion-of-Honor  cross — five  arms — the  arms  bearing 
the  insignia  of  the  different  branches  of  the  service ;  in  centre,  within  a  circle,  the 
United  States  shield,  on  which  are  the  letters  U.  S.  Reverse:  plain.  Suspended  by 
a  ribbon,  which  is  a  miniature  American  flag,  from  an  eagle  grasping  arrows  and 
olive  branch. 

The  irrepressible  Indian  has  always  managed  to  contribute  a  little  spice  to  the 
monotony  of  army  life.  There  are  two  Societies  composed  of  commissioned  officers, 
both  of  the  regular  army  and  the  various  State  and  Territorial  military  organiza- 
tions, who  have  taken  part  in  any  of  the  frequent  Indian  conflicts,  and  the  male 
descendants  of  such  officers. 

THE    SOCIETY    OF   VETERANS   OF   INDIAN   WARS   OF   THE  UNITED  STATES, 

organized  in  Philadelphia,  April  23,  1896.  Insignia :  a  Maltese  cross  of  bronze, 
edged  with  gold ;  in  centre  the  head  of  an  Indian  facing  left,  encircled  by  a  gold 
band  bearing  the  motto  fines  defendimus  hosti  feroci  in  letters  of  red.  Re- 
verse: in  centre,  a  representation  of  an  attack  on  an  Indian  encampment,  encircled 
by  a  gold  band  inscribed  in  blue  letters,  society  of  veterans  of  Indian  wars. 
The  cross  surmounted  by  an  oak  leaf  of  gold  and  suspended  from  a  ribbon  of  red 
bordered  with  blue  and  edged  with  red. 

THE   ORDER   OF   INDIAN   WARS   OF   THE    UNITED    STATES 

was  organized  June  10,  1896.  Insignia  :  a  star  of  seven  points,  enameled  in  red* 
edged  with  gold  ;  in  centre  an  Indian,  standing,  facing  left,  wigwam  and  setting  sun, 
in  the  background,  all  of  gold,  encircled  by  a  band  of  blue,  inscribed  in  white  letters, 
order  OF  the  INDIAN  wars  OF  the  united  states,  within  a  laurel  wreath  of  gold. 
Reverse :  star  enameled  in  blue,  each  point  bearing  the  name  of  an  Indian  tribe  in 
white  letters,  as  follows  :  cherokees,  seminoles,  comanches,  sioux,  apaches, 
nez  perces,  miamis  ;  in  centre  a  plain  gold  disk  encircled  by  a  band  of  red,  bearing 
the  motto,  patriam  tuens  civilitatem  ducens  in  white  letters.  The  star  sur- 
mounted by  a  sword  and  arrow  crossed,  and  suspended  from  a  ribbon  of  five  equal 
stripes, — blue,  red,  white,  yellow  and  blue. 

During  the  war  with  Spain  the  American  army  was  organized  in  eighteen  corps, 
each  corps  having  a  badge,  as  in  the  Civil  War. 

THE   SOCIETY   OF   THE   ARMY   OF   SANTIAGO    DE    CUBA 

was  organized  in  the  Governor's  Palace,  Santiago  de  Cuba,  July  31,  1898.  Its 
membership  last  April  was  1687,  and  is  now  probably  much  greater.     All  officers 
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Artillery  Corps. 


Cavalry  Corps. 


1st  Corp 


2ndCorps. 


3rd  Corps. 


4th  Corps. 


o* 


5th  Corps. 


6th  Corps. 


and  men  of  the  United  States  Army  who  participated  in  the  campaign  ending  with 
the  capture  of  Santiago,  and  their  descendants,  are  eligible  to  membership. 

The  insignia  is  a  cross 
pattee,  enameled  in  green, 
edged  with  gold ;  in  centre  a 
circular  medallion  of  red  bear- 
ing the  Fifth  Corps  badge — 
a  five-bastion  fort,  —  within 
which  is  the  blockhouse  of  El 
Caney  with  two  palm  trees  in 
the  foreground,  in  gold  relief, 
encircled  by  a  band  of  white 
enamel  inscribed,  society  of 

THE  ARMY  OF  SANTIAGO,  1898. 

Reverse  :  in  centre  a  plain  disk 
of  gold  encircled  by  a  band 
of  white,  inscribed  SANTIAGO 
CAMPAIGN,  JUNE  14-JULY  17, 
1898.  The  cross  surmounted 
by  an  eagle,  and  suspended 
from  a  ribbon  of  yellow 
flanked  by  red  and  a  narrow 
stripe  of  yellow,  and  edged 
with  red.  It  is  made  of  gold, 
silver  gilt,  or  bronze. 

THE    NAVAL    AND     MILITARY 
ORDER   OF   THE    SPANISH- 
AMERICAN   WAR 

was  organized  in  New  York 
City,  February  2, 1899.  Com- 
missioned officers  of  the  army 
and  navy  who  took  part  in 
that  war  and  the  eldest  male 
descendants  of  such  officers 
deceased  are  eligible  to  mem- 
bership. There  are  now  over  four  hundred  members.  The  insignia  is  of  gold,  a 
cross  enameled  white,  in  centre  an  anchor  and  two  crossed  cannon  on  which  rests  a 
medallion  bearing  the  head  of  Liberty  in  a  wreath  of  laurel,  encircled  by  a  band  of 
red,  inscribed  order  of  the  Spanish  American  war.  Reverse:  in  centre  a 
medallion  containing  the  United  States  shield,  enameled  in  its  colors,  encircled  by  the 
inscription,  duty,  honor,  country,  two  palm  branches  below  ;  suspended  by  a  ring 
and  eagle  from  a  ribbon  with  a  stripe  of  yellow,  flanked  with  red  in  centre,  bordered 
with  white  and  edged  with  blue. 

THE    SPANISH   WAR   VETERANS 

is  an  organization  established  on  much  the  same  lines  as  the  Grand  Army  of  the 
Republic,       The   national   organization   is   called   the  National    Army,    the   State 


17r*  Corps 


18th  Corps 
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The   badge  is 


organizations,  Corps  and  the  local  bodies,  Commands.      The  National  Army  was 

organized  at  Washington,  D.  O,  September  8  and  9,  1899. 

of  bronze,  a  Greek  cross,  the  arms  inscribed  CUBA,  porto 
RICO,  phillippine  ISLANDS,  and  U.  S.  A.  ;  in  centre,  the 
figures  of  a  soldier  and  sailor,  between  them  a  kneeling 
female — Cuba  imploring  protection  —  in  the  background 
a  war  ship.  Encircled  by  a  band,  inscribed  SPANISH 
war  veterans,  1898-99.  Reverse  :  the  arms  of  the 
cross  inscribed  with  the  letters  N.  S.  E.  "W.  —  North, 
South,  East  and  West ;  in  centre  a  circular  United  States 
shield,  on  which  is  the  word  united,  surrounded  by  the 
Corps  badges.  The  cross  attached  to  a  bar  with  sabre 
and  rifle  crossed,  American  shield  and  laurel  wreath, 
and  suspended  by  a  miniature  American  flag  from  a 
clasp  pin,  an  eagle  resting  on  cannon  and  anchor.  For 
officers,  the  cross  is  suspended  by  a  ribbon  consisting  of 
the  miniature  flag  with  a  border  on  each  side — of  buff 
for  National  officers,  red  for  Corps  officers,  and  light  blue 
for  officers  of  Commands,  from  a  miniature  shoulder- 
strap  enameled  black  for  National  and  Corps  officers,  and 
white  for  officers  of  Commands,  with  a  border  of  gold  or 
gilt,  and  bearing  the  insignia  of  rank  similar  to  that  worn 
by  officers  of  corresponding  rank  in  the  Grand  Army  of  the 
Republic,  except  the  captain,  first  and  second  lieutenants  of 
Commands,  which  are  respectively  two  gilt  bars,  one  bar 
and  vacant  field. 
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was  organized  in  Denver,  Colorado,  August  13,  1899.  The  design  for  a  badge  has 
not  as  yet  been  adopted.*  I  understand  that  there  are  other  organizations  of  veterans 
in  the  war  with  Spain,  and  have  no  doubt  but  what  in  time  many  more  will  be  formed. 
In  this  paper  I  have  only  attempted  the  mention  of  the  larger  and  more 
important  military  societies,  and  a  very  few  of  those  that  partake  of  a  local  character. 
All  over  the  country  are  scattered  veteran  organizations,  each  of  which  has  its 
history,  and  in  most  cases  its  badge ;  one  may  be  composed  of  survivors  of  some 
famous  regiment  that  covered  itself  with  glory  on  many  a  hard-fought  field  ;  another, 
those  who  served  under  some  distinguished  commander;  others,  simply  veterans 

*  Since  the  reading  of  this  paper  the  following  resolution  has  been  adopted  by  the  Executive 
Committee  of  the  National  Society  of  the  Army  of  the  Philippines  :— 

"Resolved,  That  the  insignia  of  the  Society  Army  of  the  Philippines  shall  consist  of  the 
regulation  Eighth  Army  Corps  badge  (a  figure  '  8 '  with  red  centres,  white  and  blue  border  in  the 
order  named  from  centre  outward,  with  fine  gold  lines  between  the  colors  and  around  the  outer 
edge),  this  badge  to  be  one  half  inch  high,  in  relief  on  the  centre  of  a  Maltese  cross  with  three 
rays  between  each  two  arms  of  the  cross,  the  horizontal  and  vertical  dimensions  of  the  cross  to  be 
one  inch,  and  the  body  of  the  cross  to  be  khaki  color  with  white  border  and  fine  gold  line  around 
the  edge.  The  cross  to  be  suspended  from  a  watered  silk  ribbon  one  and  one  half  inches  in  height 
and  width  at  top,  with  vertical  stripes,  red  (three  quarters  inch)  in  centre,  white  (three  sixteenths 
inch)  on  each  side  of  the  red,  and  blue  (three  sixteenths  inch)  on  each  border,  with  a  khaki  band 
(one  eighth  inch)  down  the  centre  of  the  red  stripe.  On  the  centre  of  the  reverse  of  the  cross  shall 
be  inscribed  in  circle,  society  army  of  the  Philippines,  mcm." 
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residing  in  the  same  community,  and  so  on.  Here  is  a  field  for  much  interesting 
research.  Let  us  hope  that  it  will  receive  the  cultivation  to  which  it  is  entitled,  and 
which  will   surely  result   in  a  most  plentiful  harvest. 

Seeking  for  information,  I  have  had  considerable  correspondence  with  officers 
and  members  of  the  different  societies,  and  I  am  happy  to  announce  as  a  result  the 
following  donations  to  the  Society's  cabinet : 

National  Association  of  Mexican  War  Veterans,  lapel  button,  Mrs.  Alexander 
M.  Kenaday. 

Union  Veteran  Legion,  lapel  button,  Thomas  J.  Hubbard. 

Union  Veterans'  Union,  badge  and  button,  J.  Brainerd  Hall. 

National.  Association  of  Naval  Veterans,  badge  and  button,  E.  F.  Dustin. 

United  States  Veteran  Navy,  button,  Dr.  C.  H.  B.  Shepherd. 

Farragut  Veteran  Association  of  New  York,  badge,  Dr.  C.  H.  B.  Shepherd. 

New  Hampshire  Veteran  Association,  badge,  honorary  member,  JohnC.  Linehan. 

Spanish  War  Veterans,  badge,  Gen.  Henry  A.  Axline. 

I  am  also  glad  to  be  able  to  contribute  the  badge  of  the  Naval  Veteran  Legion  of 
Philadelphia  and  the  badge  and  button  of  the  Regular  and  Volunteer  Army  and 
Navy  Union. 

I  would  like  to  express  my  thanks,  for  information  kindly  furnished,  to  the 
officers  of  the  various  societies,  and,  for  cuts  used  in  illustrating,  to  Mr.  Macrae 
Sykes,  Secretary  of  the  Aztec  Club  of  1847,  Colonel  John  P.  Nicholson,  Recorder-in- 
Chief,  Loyal  Legion,  Captain  James  R.  Durham,  Quartermaster,  Medal-of-Honor 
Legion,  Charles  Burrows,  Quartermaster-General,  G.  A.  R.,  Stephen  M.  Long, 
Adjutant-General,  Association  of  Union  Ex-Prisoners  of  War  and  David  Castleman, 
Adjutant-General,  Spanish  War  Veterans. 

In  conclusion,  I  would  like  to  say  a  word  regarding  our  own  Numismatic 
Society. 

The  insignia  of  the  various  American  societies  of  a  military  and  hereditary 
character  present  a  most  interesting  field  of  Numismatics,  to  which  but  little 
attention  has,  so  far,  been  paid;  I  suppose  the  principal  reason  for  that  is  the 
difficulty  of  making  a  collection.  Many,  in  fact  nearly  all,  of  these  societies  issue 
their  insignia  to  members  only  and  place  such  restrictions  on  it  that  any  collector, 
who  is  not  a  member,  has  but  a  very  small  chance  of  placing  specimens  in  his  cabi- 
net. The  loan  collection,  which  formed  a  part  of  this  Society's  exhibit  at  the  Paris 
Exposition  —  and  which  helped  greatly  in  obtaining  the  award  of  a  medal, —  is 
probably  the  only  one  of  any  size  that  has  ever  been  made,  and  that,  having  served 
its  purpose,  will  now  be  broken  up  by  the  return  of  the  pieces  to  their  respective 
owners. 

And  now,  Mr.  President,  it  seems  to  me,  this  points  out  a  duty  to  our  Society 
and  to  those  in  sympathy  with  its  aims  and  objects. 

It  is  the  most  important  association  of  its  kind  in  America ;  for  nearly  forty-three 
years  it  has  struggled  to  attain  its  present  strength  and  standing. 

There  are  societies,  libraries  and  museums  all  over  the  country,  where  are  pre- 
served, for  the  benefit  of  this  and  future  generations,  historical  material  of  every 
sort  relating  to  our  country,  but  this  should  be  the  place  where  the  interest  in 
American  Numismatics  should  centre,  and  everything  relating  to  it  should  here 
find  a  resting  place  for  the  benefit  of  students  of  American  Numismatics  and 
American  History,  for  all  time. 
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Many  of  the  societies  that  I  have  mentioned  this  evening  are  not  perpetuated 
by  inheritance ;  in  a  few  short  years  they  will  be  but  memories ;  several  have,  even 
now,  ceased  to  exist. 

Scraps  of  history  scattered  here  and  there  are  certainly  valuable,  but  it  is  not 
easy  to  gather  them  together  and  from  them  weave  a  perfect  whole  ;  some  link  in  the 
chain  may  be  lost,  some  little  thing,  perhaps,  that  is  not  of  great  importance  in 
itself,  but  is.  sufficient  to  mar  what  would  otherwise  be  beautiful  in  its  completeness. 
Gathering  together  these  waifs  and  strays  of  history  and  preserving  them  is  the 
most  important  function  of  historical  societies. 

This  an  historical  society.  All  around  us  are  records  of  the  past  and  of  the 
present,  stamped  on  imperishable  metal  and  increasing  in  interest  and  value  with 
each  passing  year. 

This  one  branch,  that  has  been  neglected,  should  be  neglected  no  longer.  What  a 
private  collector  can  not  do  we  can  do,  because  our  collections  are  permanent,  and  orders 
and  badges  that  have  a  meaning  and  confer  a  distinction  on  those  who  wear  them 
can  be  safely  intrusted  to  us,  as  they  will  at  no  time  get  into  the  hands  of  private 
parties  who  might  make  improper  use  of  them.  The  societies  whose  emblems  they 
are,  are  commemorative  and  to  a  certain  extent  historical  in  their  character.  Were  the 
objects  properly  placed  before  them  they  would,  doubtless,  appreciate  their  import- 
ance and  be  glad  to  assist  us  as  far  as  possible.  Many  would  donate  specimens  of 
their  insignia  to  our  cabinet,  as  some  have  already  done,  but  we  cannot  expect  that 
in  every  case ;  others  would  allow  us  to  purchase  their  insignia.  That,  of  course,  entails 
a  very  considerable  outlay,  and  as  the  expenditure  of  the  Society's  funds  for  the  increase 
of  its  collections  is  necessarily  limited,  and  the  field  of  Numismatics  is  very  wide, 
but  little  can  be  done  in  any  one  direction  without  help.  And  here  is  where  our 
members,  by  making  donations  to  be  applied  to  this  object,  have  the  opportunity  of 
assisting  in  an  undertaking  that  will  reflect  great  credit  on  our  Society  and  will 
broaden  the  knowledge  of  American  Numismatics. 

There  are  the  societies  that  I  have  mentioned  this  evening  and  others  of  a  like 
character,  hereditary  societies  of  descendants  of  soldiers,  such  as  the  Colonial  Wars, 
Sons  of  the  Revolution,  Sons  of  Veterans,  and  a  n amber  of  others,  other  hereditary 
societies — Mayflower  Descendants,  Holland  Society,  and  many  more,  and  the  various 
hereditary  societies  of  women.  I  know  of  nearly  a  hundred,  and  there  are  doubtless 
many  of  which  I  have  never  heard ;  they  should  all  be  represented  here.  Let  us 
all  help  and  the  undertaking  will  not  be  as  difficult  as  it  first  appears. 

I  am  happy  to  be  able  to  state  that  a  most  satisfactory  start  has  been  made. 
Thanks  to  the  generosity  of  our  fellow-member,  Mr.  J.  Sanford  Saltus,  the  Society's 
cabinet  now  contains  the  insignia  of  the  Sons  of  the  American  Revolution,  Sons  of 
the  Revolution,  General  Society  of  the  War  of  1812,  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic 
with  officer's  clasp,  Society  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  Lafayette  Camp  Sons  of 
Veterans,  Daughters  of  the  American  Revolution,  United  Confederate  Veterans, 
Daughters  of  the  Confederacy,  and  that  oldest  and  most  interesting  of  American 
military  orders,  the  Society  of  the  Cincinnati. 

I  have  just  mentioned  a  number  of  other  donations  and  there  are  still  others  in 
the  Society's  collection. 

This  is  but  a  start;  still  it  is  a  good  start,  and  Mr.  Saltus  has  set  us  a  good 
example,  which,  I  hope,  many  will  be  glad  to  follow. 
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EARLY   GREEK   HISTORY,  AS   ILLUSTRATED   BY   ITS   COINS. 

Bj  Chaeles  Pryer. 

Let  us  for  a  few  moments  strive  to  clear  away  the  mists  of  ages  and  draw  aside 
the  curtain  that  hides  the  "  Juventus  Mundi "  from  our  mental  vision,  and  as  we 
turn  for  a  brief  period  to  the  adolesence  of  this  sphere,  now  so  old  and  scarred,  let  us 
strive  to  see  how  much  the  man  of  those  early  days  resembles  the  genus  homo  that 
we  see  around  us.  We  will  endeavor  to  see  if  the  desire  for  money-making  and 
money-hoarding  was  implanted  in  his  breast  as  strongly  as  in  our  own.  We  will 
find  out  how  much  of  his  skill  and  artistic  ability  he  threw  into  his  metallic  currency, 
and  we  will  learn  to  what  extent  he  devoted  his  sword,  his  honor,  and  his  strength 
to  the  accumulation  of  it.  Let  us  this  evening  restrict  our  attention  to  the  develop- 
ment and  beauty  of  the  Greek  coinage  and  the  place  it  took  in  the  history  of  that 
classic  people. 

About  the  eighteenth  century  before  our  era,  or  some  thirty-seven  hundred 
years  ago,  the  Pelasgi,  a  somewhat  rude  people,  inhabited  the  southern  portion, 
at  least,  of  what  we  now  know  as  Greece.  These  people,  though  primitive,  were 
far  from  being  absolute  savages,  as  they  had  already,  at  this  early  period,  made 
some  steps  towards  civilization,  and  are  supposed  to  have  been  the  erectors  of  the 
Cyclopean  walls  and  were  probably  the  founders  of  Argos  and  Sicyon.  These 
Pelasgi  retained  undisputed  sway  over  the  country  for  only  about  two  centuries, 
when  they  came  in  contact  with  the  Hellenes,  as  they  were  afterwards  called  from 
Hellen,  the  son  of  Deucalion,  who  descended  from  the  North  and  finally  conquered 
or  absorbed  the  earlier  inhabitants.  The  origin  of  these  races  is  in  dispute,  as  some 
claim  that  they  were  colonists  from  Egypt,  while  others  assert  that  they  were  from 
Phoenicia,  and  there  are  even  a  greater  number  of  theories  on  the  subject,  but  as 
they  were  well  located  long  before  they  attained  a  sufficiently  high  standard  of 
cultivation  to  attempt  the  striking  of  a  metallic  currency,  it  is  not  within  our  prov- 
ince to  attempt  the  discussion  of  this  problem.  The  ancient  Egyptians,  even  in 
their  period  of  glory,  never  struck  coins,  as  we  understand  them,  as  their  money  was 
always  weighed  and  never  counted ;  their  rings  being  simply  pieces  of  gold  and 
silver  bullion,  cast  in  that  form  merely  for  convenience,  and  in  every  financial  trans- 
action the  pieces  were  weighed.  That  these  rings  were  never  reduced  to  a  standard 
of  value  is  proved  by  the  fact  that  no  two  of  them  were  of  the  same  size  or  weight, 
as  they  varied  from  one  hundred  and  twenty-one  grains  to  four  hundred  and  twenty- 
eight  ;  but  as  this  is  a  dissertation  on  the  origin  of  money  in  general  rather  than  on 
Greek  coins  or  history,  let  us  return  to  our  subject  within  its  narrower  limits. 

The  Greek  Island  of  iEgina  claims  to  have  used  the  first  coins,  properly  so  called, 
though  this  is  disputed  by  Miletus  in  Lydia,  which  city,  it  is  asserted  by  Herodotus 
in  book  5,  was  the  first  to  use  coins.  This  statement  would,  of  course,  take  the  palm 
away  from  Greece,  as  Lydia,  not  being  a  Greek  state,  would  take  the  invention  over 
into  Asia ;  but  as  Herodotus  is  the  most  accurate  of  the  ancients  in  points  of  chron- 
ology, it  would  seem  that  the  honor  must  be  given  to  the  more  ancient  city.  About 
nine  hundred  and  eighteen  B.C.,  money  is  first  alluded  to,  but  money  would  not 
necessarily  imply  coins,  but  might  refer  to  bullion  in  any  form  that  was  used  as 
a  medium  of  exchange  for  commodities.  Phidon,  an  Argean  Prince,  about  885  B.C., 
had  silver  coins,  but  to  what  extent  they  were  used,  it  would  be  impossible  to 
ascertain ;  one  thing,  however,  is  assured :  Homer,  who  nourished  about  870  B.C., 
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never  speaks  of  coins,  and  as  scarce  anything  else  of  importance  has  escaped  his 
keen  observation,  it  would  be  fair  to  presume  that  if  any  existed  he  had  never  seen 
or  heard  of  them. 

To  return  to  the  early  coins  of  Lydia  and  iEgina,  they  can  hardly  be 
called  artistic,  as  the  Greeks  had  scarcely  yet  attained  to  any  great  perfection  in 
the  arts  as  compared  with  their  subsequent  work.  The  earliest  Lydian  coin  ex- 
tant is  a  gold  stater,  probably  struck  between  700  and  800  B.C.  It  bears  on  the  ob- 
verse, in  quite  high  relief,  a  lion's  head  with  mouth  open  and  jaws  widely  extended, 
as  though  he  was  roaring  fiercely.  The  teeth  and  tongue  are  both  fairly  well 
executed.  This  coin  was  probably  struck  by  Gyges,  after  he  had  ascended  the 
Lydian  throne — having  killed  Candaules,  his  personal  friend  and  sovereign.  The 
legend  of  this  murder  is  somewhat  interesting :  Candaules  declared  that  his  Queen 
was  the  most  beautiful  woman  in  the  kingdom,  especially  as  to  her  figure  ;  his 
friend  and  favorite,  Gyges,  desiring  to  see  all  this  female  loveliness,  was  placed  by 
Candaules  where  he  could  see  the  Queen  retire,  and  was  there  caught  by  the  lady 
herself,  who  informed  him  that  no  one  but  the  King  should  see  her  and  live ;  there- 
fore, he  would  either  have  to  kill  himself  or  Candaules.  Thinking  he  would  not 
enjoy  killing  himself,  he  chose  the  latter  alternative  and  killed  the  King,  after  which 
he  married  the  Queen  and  ascended  the  throne.  Such  is  the  history  of  the  first 
sovereign  known  to  have  coined  money.  A  very  grand  origin  is  claimed  for  the 
Royal  House  of  Lydia.  Hercules  was  sold  to  Omphale,  Queen  of  Lydia,  and  from 
him  it  is  asserted  their  sovereigns  descended.  The  reverse  of  these  early  Lydian 
coins  is  merely  the  rude  punch-mark  indenting  the  metal  from  the  obverse.  There 
are  no  inscriptions  on  either  side.  On  the  first  coin  of  xEgina  is  a  rude  tortoise  upon 
the  obverse,  and,  like  its  Lydian  fellow,  the  reverse  is  simply  the  punch-mark.  As 
the  coinage  improved,  the  workmanship  became  more  elegant,  and  the  letters  "A.  I." 
— the  Greek  initial  of  the  Id — appeared,  the  device,  of  course,  remaining  the  same. 

At  precisely  what  period  coins  were  passed  by  count  and  not  by  weight,  and  were 
consequently  reduced  to  a  standard  of  value,  is,  like  many  other  events  of  early 
history,  disputed,  but  the  names  of  the  pieces  would  imply  that  they  existed  during 
the  weighing  epoch.  Drachma,  for  instance,  means  a  spike,  while  Obolus  signifies 
a  handful.  In  later  years,  when  things  became  more  accurately  defined,  a  drachma 
was  one  sixth  of  an  obolus.  Stieglitz  thinks  the  first  Greek  coins  were  imitations 
of  the  Egyptian  scarabs,  many  believing  that  these  scarabs  were  used  as  money. 

Among  the  more  beautiful  of  the  early  coins  and  medallions  of  Greek  origin, 
though  not  strictly  of  Greek  workmanship,  were  those  of  Syracuse,  struck  in  that 
old  Greek  town  of  Sicily,  at  a  very  early  period,  some  assert  as  early  as  the  seventh 
century,  B.C.  However  this  may  be,  they  had  perfect  medallions  before  500  B.C., 
or  over  a  hundred  years  before  the  days  of  Archimicles ;  and  may  we  not,  with- 
out too  great  a  stretch  of  the  imagination,  fancy  that  the  great  engineer  of 
antiquity  had  in  his  possession,  when  he  defended  the  city  against  the  Romans, 
some  of  these  beautiful  and  truly  artistic  pieces.  When  we  dream  over  these 
bits  of  ancient  metal,  how  the  quaint  description  of  the  wonderful  siege  of  the 
old  city  as  told  by  Polybius  fills  our  vision.  There  are  the  Roman  quinque- 
remes  attacking  from  the  sea,  while  the  legions  attempt  to  scale  the  walls  by 
land.  To  translate  as  nearly  as  possible  in  the  words  of  the  old  Roman :  "  The 
five  deckers  pulled  under  the  walls  of  the  city  to  fix  their  scaling-ladders, 
when  an  immense  crane  appeared  projecting  from  the  battlements,  pendant  from 
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which  by  heavy  chains  were  powerful  grappling-irons,  which  hooked  into  the  ^ 
prow  of  the  nearest  vessel  the  lever  was  manned  by  those  inside,  and  the  ship 
raised  bodily  into  the  air  and  hurled  with  great  violence  against  the  rocks  of  the 
wall,  entirely  destroying  her,  so  that  not  a  man  escaped  from  the  crew  of  the  doomed 
galleon.  This  act  was  repeated  until  those  remaining  of  the  fleet  withdrew.  Nor 
were  those  on  the  land  more  successful.  Two  similar  cranes  from  either  end  of  the 
wall  against  which  the  columns  were  marching  were  shoved  out,  attached  to  two 
immense  cars  like  huge  scoop  shovels,  which,  as  the  levers  were  swept  along  by  those 
on  the  inside,  approached  each  other,  scooping  up  as  they  moved  the  ranks  of 
soldiers  near  them;  when  they  met  they  were  raised  in  a  similar  manner  to  those  on 
the  water  side,  opened,  and  the  soldiers  thrown,  as  the  vessels  had  been,  against  the 
rocks  and  utterly  annihilated." 

But  we  must  return  from  the  colonial  city  of  Syracuse  to  the  mother  country, 
not,  however,  before  describing  the  Syracusian  medallions  of  this  period :  Obverse, 
head  of  Proserpine  surrounded  by  a  wreath  of  dolphins,  which  fish  is  supposed  to 
be  emblematic  of  good  luck  to  mankind ;  on  the  reverse  is  a  war  chariot,  with  three 
and  in  some  cases  four  horses  driven  abreast.  The  artistic  beauty  of  these  coins  is 
equal,  we  think,  if  not  superior,  to  any  of  the  classic  period,  the  horses  particularly 
being  almost  lifelike ;  the  relief  is  high  and  the  workmanship  excellent. 

Now  let  us  again  skirt  the  Mediterranean  to  the  shores  of  the  old  country. 
We  presume  it  would  be  disappointing  if  we  did  not  touch  upon  the  iron  money 
of  Sparta  or  Lacedemonia,  capital  of  Laconia,  but  we  must  admit  that  this  cur- 
rency was  rather  historic  than  numismatic  and  was  of  interest  only  to  show  the 
stern  and  warlike  character  of  that  hardy  race.  These  coins,  if  indeed  they 
may  so  be  called,  were  of  immense  size,  and  were  all  dipped  in  hot  vinegar 
to  take  the  temper  out  of  the  iron  and  make  it  worthless,  even  as  metal,  outside 
the  borders  of  the  state  itself.  Of  course,  it  had  no  artistic  merit  and  was  never 
intended  to  have  any.  After  the  iron  period,  the  coins  of  Sparta  were  of  in- 
ferior workmanship  to  many  of  the  other  states,  as  might  also  be  expected,  their 
usual  type  being  the  caduceus  of  Mercury  and  sometimes  a  sitting  Hercules  leaning 
his  left  arm  on  a  club.  We  see,  therefore,  that  the  heroes  of  Thermopylae  were  of 
little  interest  from  a  numismatic  standpoint.  There  is  one  historic  event  of  this 
period  that  is  of  considerable  interest  to  us  as  showing  that  the  love  of  money  had 
already  advanced  to  the  absorbing  passion  of  modern  times.  While  Leonidas  was 
sacrificing  his  three  hundred  Spartans  and  seven  hundred  Thespians  at  the  Pass  of 
Thermopylae,  the  Greek  fleet  lay  at  Artemiscum  to  prevent  the  Persian  Armada 
from  entering  the  Straits  of  Eubcea  and  landing  an  army  in  the  rear  of  the  Spartans. 
Upon  the  approach  of  the  overwhelming  force  of  the  Persians,  the  Greeks  were  struck 
with  a  panic  and  started  to  withdraw  in  terror.  Upon  seeing  this  the  Eubceans 
offered  Themistocles,  the  Greek  commander,  thirty  talents  (about  $35,000)  if  he 
could  get  the  fleet  to  offer  battle  to  the  invaders.  Giving  some  of  this  money  to 
Eurybiades  and  others  in  command,  he  sailed  out  and  attacked  the  enemy  with 
partial  success,  though  he  finally  retired  after  the  pass  was  forced.  Now,  here  is 
a  clear  case  of  bribing;  the  great  Themistocles,  the  hero  of  Salamis,  was  not  above 
human  temptations  and  human  weaknesses.  Oh,  that  Greece's  best  historian  of 
modern  times,Mr.  Grote,  would  only  have  told  us  in  what  coins  that  bribe  was  paid ; 
what  a  pleasure  it  would  give  us  to  dream  over  these  pieces  and  see  exactly  with 
what  form  of  the  glittering  metals  Themistocles  and  Eurybiades  were  tempted. 
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But  we  must  now  hasten  from  the  home  of  the  warrior,  the  training  school  of  the 
Greek  soldier,  to  the  Queen  of  art  and  letters,  so  let  us  transport  ourselves  then  from 
the  Spartan  club  of  Hercules  to  the  Athenian  owl  of  wisdom ;    but  here  again  as 
numismatists  I  fear  we  are  doomed  to  disappointment,  for  the  coins  of  Athens  were 
not  as  far  above  the  average  of  the  other  Grecian  states  as  her  supremacy  in  art  and 
letters  would  lead  us  to  think.     Her  early  efforts  in  the  art  were,  of  course,  like  her 
sister  states,  rude  and  unfinished,  and  consisted  of  merely  an  owl,  stiff  and  angular, 
stamped  upon  the  obverse,  while  the  reverse,  also  like  other  early  pieces,  bore  simply 
the  mark  of  the  die.    The  best  Athenian  coin  in  our  estimation  is  the  silver  tetradrachm, 
with  an  obverse  of  the  head  of  Athene,  and  a  reverse  of  the  usual  owl,  below  which  ap- 
pears the  word  Ads  and  the  names  of  the  magistrates  under  whom  it  was  struck ;  the 
owl  is  encircled  by  an  olive  wreath,  which  alludes  to  the  excellence  of  the  olive 
groves  of  the  city,  as  does  the  vase  upon  which  the  bird  is  standing  to  the  superiority 
of  the  oil.     In  this  piece,  struck  during  the  time  of  Athenian  glory,  the  head  is 
beautiful,  and  creditable  to  the  most  advanced  type  of  the  art,  but  the  owl  is  still 
somewhat  stiff  and  raw-boned.     It  is  a  pity  that  there  is  no  proof  that  coin  col- 
lectors existed  among  the  Greeks,  as  many  of  the  very  perfect  coins  of  even  the 
early  period  might  lead  us  to  think  they  had  been  preserved  in  collections,  but  we 
have  to  admit  that  there  is  absolutely  no  mention  made  by  any  of  their  writers  that 
such  was  the  case.     How  interesting  it  would  be  if  a  few  savants  had  got  together  a 
cabinet  in  the  classic  ages,  and  we  could  come  across  some  scroll  on  which  we  might 
almost  hope  to  find  an  entry  of  this  kind  :    "  Picked  up  on  the  plains  of  Marathon 
the   day   after  the  battle,"  and   again,  "Presented   by  Miltiades  to  the  writer,"  or 
some  of  this  great  soldier's  descendants;  but  no  such  interesting  page  of  history 
has  ever  been  handed  down  to  us  and  we  are  obliged  reluctantly  to  admit  that 
the  Hellenes,  with  all  their  love  of  art  and  beauty,  with  all  their  handsome  works 
of  architecture  and    sculpture,  have   never   been   proved  to    have  taken    any   in- 
terest in  the  science  of  Numismatics.     We  are,  indeed,  left  to  dream  over  the  possi- 
bility that  some  collectors  may  have  existed  and   that  the  result  of   their  labors 
might    have    been    lost   in    the    mist    of    ages,    but    such    a    surmise     would  be 
but  the  vagaries  of  an  after-dinner  siesta,  unsupported  by  proved  fact  or  even  tradi- 
tion.    We  have,  however,  shown  that  money  as  a  power-giver  and  a  gratifier  of 
luxurious  tastes  was  loved  as  much  in  those  old  days  as  in  our  own  ;  that  even  many 
of  their  heroes  were  as  venal  as  our  modern  politicians  ;    that  cities  were  sacrificed, 
armies  betrayed,  and  whole  states  endangered  by  this  desire  of  gain.     Grote,  in  dis- 
missing his  sketch  of  the  illustrious  Themistocles,  gives  us  the  best  example  of  this  : 
"  He  died  an  exile,  and  a  Persian  hireling,  because  he  had  set  money  and  power 
above  justice  and  the  love  of  country."     And  yet,  never  was  there  a  man  who  had 
contributed  so  much  in  making  a  little  state  into  a  great  one.     It  is  doubtful  whether 
Athens  would  ever  have  arrived  at  its  pinnacle  of  glory  without  his  great  efforts  in 
destroying  the  Persian  fleet  at  Salamis,  he  is  hardly  second  even  to  Miltiades,  who 
also  died  in  disgrace  from  this  same  love  of  money  and  power. 

But  we  must  hasten  on,  barely  halting  to  note  that  all  through  the  Pelopon- 
nesian  War,  431  B.C.,  and  to  the  downfall  of  Athens,  404  B.C.,  we  have  ex- 
ample after  example  of  the  power  and  love  of  money,  and,  although  the  Sicilian 
expedition  and  the  failure  to  capture  Syracuse,  had  doubtless  opened  the  way  for 
the  final  overthrow  of  the  Athenians,  it  is  hardly  an  exaggeration  to  say  that  bribery 
and  intrigue  at  home  were  scarcely  less   potent  factors.      During   all   these   ages, 
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from  the  rough  Turtle  coin  of  iEgina  and  the  lion  and  bull  pieces  of  Lydia,  the 
artistic  beauty  of  the  Greek  coins  had  been  constantly  improved  until  they  were 
second  to  none  in  the  world's  history.  The  rudely  polished  piece  of  metal  struck 
only  on  one  side,  had  been  transformed  into  the  elaborately  decorated  pieces  with 
high  reliefs  on  both  obverse  and  reverse,  whose  merits  as  works  of  art  eclipse  the 
world  of  to-day.  A  few  of  these  we  think  are  worthy  of  a  few  moments'  passing 
notice. 

Between  the  years  500  and  454  B.C.,  one  of  the  first  attempts  was  made  to 
give  the  reverse  a  distinct  design  and  not  merely  the  bending  of  the  metal,  reflecting 
through  as  it  formerly  appeared.  This  idea  appears  on  a  tetradrachm  of  Alexander 
I.  of  Macedon,  which,  though  not  truly  a  Greek  coin,  comes  so  near  it  that  we  trust 
we  may  be  excused  for  describing  it  here.  The  obverse  is  a  Macedonian  warrior, 
leading  his  charger ;  in  his  other  hand  he  carries  two  lances  and  wears  the  Macedonian 
hat  or  rather  helmet.  All  this  device  is  in  very  high  relief.  The  reverse,  to  which 
we  wanted  more  particularly  to  call  your  attention  :  the  punch  is  as  yet  plainly 
seen,  but  no  longer  in  its  rude  form.  The  square  indentation  has  been  ornamented 
by  engraved  lines,  so  as  to  give  the  effect  of  a  design,  and  is  surrounded  by  a  band 
bearing  the  name  of  the  sovereign  in  well  formed  Greek  letters,  AAEaANAPO. 
We  may  say  here  that  this  is  the  first  coin  now  extant  bearing  the  name  of  the 
sovereign  by  whose  authority  it  was  struck.  Some  of  the  coins  of  the  Greek  colonies 
of  South  Italy  show  most  beautiful  designs  and  artistic  workmanship.  We  will 
describe  but  one,  however,  a  tetradrachm  or  four-drachm  piece  of  Thurium,  belong- 
ing to  the  fourth  century,  B.C.  The  coin  is  now  perfect,  both  obverse  and  reverse 
being  in  high  relief.  Obverse,  a  hel meted  head,  beautifully  executed  and  orna- 
mented, and  though  it  does  not  perhaps  possess  the  neatness  of  our  most  perfect 
modern  coins  it  is  marvellously  superior  in  grandeur  to  anything  the  numismatic  art 
of  to-day  has  produced.  The  reverse,  a  bull  with  head  down  in  threatening  attitude, 
over  which  is  in  Greek  characters  the  work  of  the  Thurians,  or  more  correctly  but 
liberally  translated,  coin  of  the  Thurians.  Under  the  bull  is  a  fish,  supposed  to  be 
a  tunny,  a  large  kind  of  mackerel,  for  the  fisheries  of  which  that  part  of  the  Italian 
coast  once  occupied  by  the  Greek  colonies  is  still  famous.  The  reverse,  as  well  as 
the  obverse,  is  also  most  beautifully  executed. 

Again  we  will  have  to  cross  the  sea  to  the  shores  of  battle-scarred  Greece,  but 
before  doing  so  we  might  say  that,  although  they  are  not  within  the  province  of  this 
article,  some  of  the  coins  of  Carthage  of  about  this  period  are  very  handsome  and  of  the 
highest  artistic  merit  We  have  now  arrived  at  the  highest  period  of  Greek  art  in  the 
numismatic  science,  that  is  to  say  from  about  400  to  800  B.C.,  for  before  this  time  some 
traces  of  crudeness  in  their  pieces  were  still  lingering,  and  after  it,  owing  to  internal 
dissensions  and  the  successful  invasions  of  the  comparatively  rude  Macedonians 
caused  the  general  condition  of  the  country  so  to  decline,  that  the  high  type  of  mone- 
tary science  returned  to  a  very  much  less  artistic  form.  In  the  year  401  B.C.,  oc- 
curred the  retreat  of  the  famous  ten  thousand,  so  graphically  told  by  Xenophon  ;  that 
tale  that  we  have  all  spent  so  many  hours  in  reading  that  we  fear  some  of  us  wished 
the  narrator  had  been  massacred  with  the  rest  of  the  officers  of  the  command  before  he 
started  upon  his  evrevSev  eQeXavvsv  nevre  napaffayyag.  Now  it  has  always  been  a 
matter  of  curiosity  with  us  as  to  what  the  assassins  of  the  Greek  officers  were  paid 
with  after  that  ever  memorable  banquet.  Was  it  in  coin  money  counted  piece  by 
piece,  or  was  it  in  bullion  or  ring  money  weighed  out  to  them  after  the  old  fashion 
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of  Egypt  and  the  Orient.  Bnt  here  again  the  lordly  Artaxerxes  deigns  not  to  give 
us  any  information.  Persia,  of  course,  had  many  coins  at  this  period,  but  still  there 
continued  to  be  much  weighing  of  bullion  in  their  transactions,  and  even  up  to  the 
time  of  the  Christian  era  the  scales  were  used  almost  as  much  as  the  count,  especially 
in  the  East. 

We  are  now  fast  approaching  the  Macedonian  period,  when  the  northern 
state  conquered  and  held  supreme  sway  over  all  the  Grecian  states  and  cities.  The 
wars  of  Athens,  Sparta,  and  Thebes  had  much  exhausted  the  condition  of  nearly  all 
Greece.  The  great  Theban  Epaminondas  was  killed  in  his  last  victory  in  a  battle 
against  the  Spartans,  and  the  short-lived  supremacy  of  that  state  had  died  almost 
with  him.  Sparta  was  already  humiliated  and  Athens  thoroughly  used  up.  Nearly 
all  the  lesser  states  of  the  country  had  taken  part  with  either  one  or  other  party 
and  the  whole  country  needed  rest,  but  the  energetic  Philip,  already  on  the 
throne  of  Macedonia,  was  not  long  in  finding  a  pretext  to  use  his  fine  army 
against  his  southern  neighbors,  and  eventually  reduced  the  Greeks  to  subjection. 
This  article  is  not  of  a  sufficient  scope  to  follow  him  through  his  conquests, 
so  we  will  now  see  what  the  effect,  if  any,  the  loss  of  Greek  independence  had 
upon  their  coinage.  Philip  was  a  diplomat  even  more  than  he  was  a  warrior,  and 
fomented  the  rivalry  between  the  various  states  and  cities  of  Greece  for  his  own 
purposes,  and  in  spite  of  the  efforts  and  eloquence  of  Demosthenes  subjected  the 
country  gradually,  without  having  to  combat  united  Greece.  Thebes  and  Athens 
did  indeed  make  a  show  of  resistance,  but  were  finally  overthrown  at  Chseronea 
which  put  the  entire  country  at  the  feet  of  the  conqueror.  The  extent  to  which 
money  was  used  by  the  Macedonian  sovereign  in  his  various  campaigns  was  enormous, 
and  he  boasted  that  three  mules  loaded  with  treasure  could  take  more  cities -than  any 
army  that  he  ever  commanded,  and  when  asked  if  he  could  take  a  very  large  and 
powerful  city  in  this  bloodless  way  he  replied,  "  Possibly  not ;  it  might  require  a 
reinforcement  of  mules."  Philip  died  by  assassination  in  the  year  336  b.  c,  while 
taking  part  in  the  festivities  consequent  upon  the  marriage  of  his  daughter 
with  the  King  of  Epirus.  The  most  beautiful  of  his  coins  now  extant  was 
the  gold  stater;  the  obverse  being  a  bust  of  the  King  to  right  laureated  and 
in  high  relief;  reverse  :  a  chariot  drawn  by  two  horses,  and  the  word  "  Philipas  " 
in  Greek  characters  under  their  feet.  Large  numbers  of  gold  coins  were  struck 
by  Philip,  especially  after  the  discovery  of  the  mines  of  Thessaly,  which  was  made 
during  his  time,  and  after  he  had  subjugated  that  country.  The  pieces  struck 
from  this  gold  were  called  "  Philips  "  and  passed  current  all  through  Greece  and 
Macedon  for  many  years,  and  are  even  now  far  from  uncommon  in  collections. 

There  are  many  varieties  of  the  coinage  of  Philip  of  Macedon  extant,  and  all  of 
more  or  less  excellence  in  workmanship,  but  it  would  be  tedious  for  us  to  attempt  to 
describe  them  in  detail,  especially  as  there  is  a  general  similarity  between  them,  so  we 
will  hasten  to  conclude  this  article  with  a  short  sketch  of  the  coinage  of  his  great  son, 
Alexander.  The  moneys  of  this  illustrious  conqueror  were  struck  in  such  vast 
quantities,  both  in  Europe  and  Asia,  that  even  to  this  day  genuine  pieces  owing 
their  origin  to  his  mints  can  be  procured  without  trouble  for  a  few  shillings,  but  we 
will  only  attempt  to  describe  one  or  two  of  the  most  characteristic.  The  usual  obverse, 
if  we  may  be  allowed  to  use  the  word  "  usual  "  where  so  many  varieties  exist,  on  the 
tetradrachm  of  Alexander  is  the  supposed  portrait  of  the  sovereign  to  right,  in  the 
character  of  Hercules,  the  lion-skin  thrown  on  the  back  of  the  head  with  the  jaws 
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extended.  The  reverse  is  a  figure  of  Jupiter,  and  the  inscription  "  Alexandron,  of 
Alexander,"  in  Greek  characters.  On  some  of  his  Asiatic  coins  of  the  same  device 
the  inscription  is  in  Phoenician  characters. 

And  now  we  will  bid  farewell  to  the  classic  soil  of  Greece  for  this  evening ;  but 
before  closing,  a  few  words  as  to  the  period  of  the  greatest  perfection  attained  in 
coinage  may  not  be  out  of  place.  The  highest  perfection  in  execution  and  design 
from  an  artistic  standpoint  was  reached  in  Greece  about  the  year  400  B.C.,  but  it  was 
somewhat  later  in  Macedonia,  and  may  be  said  to  have  been  at  its  best  from  the 
close  of  the  reign  of  Philip  to  about  forty  years  after  the  death  of  his  son  Alexander, 
though  the  decline  was  not  marked  until  the  Roman  invasion  under  Paulus  ^Emilius, 
199  B.C.,  when  the  return  to  a  ruder  type  of  art  was  very  rapid.  The  Greek  coins 
also  declined  very  rapidly  after  the  Roman  conquest,  and  never  attained  any  special 
artistic  merit  again.  We  would  like  to  state  in  conclusion  that,  in  speaking  of  Mace- 
donia as  apart  from  Greece,  we  do  not  want  in  any  way  to  imply  that  she  was  an 
entirely  separate  country,  for  we  know  well  that  her  sovereigns  were  admitted  to  the 
Grecian  games,  and  by  race  they  were  probably  part  Hellenic  and  part  Illyrian.  Their 
manner  of  life,  however,  was  vastly  different,  the  Greeks  collecting  in  cities  and 
advancing  rapidly  in  the  arts  of  civilization,  while  the  Macedonians  were  mostly 
agriculturists,  and  remained  much  more  primitive.  But  enough  of  this,  for  we  have 
already  occupied  your  time  too  long ;  so  let  the  mists  of  ages  settle  down  once  more, 
and  the  dead  past  retain  its  arts  and  treasures. 


Feb.  14, 1901. 


A  COUNTERFEIT  PITT  MEDAL. 
By  Edward  Groh. 


Mr.  C.  Wyllis  Betts,  in  his  work,  American  Colonial  History,  illustrated  by  con- 
temporary medals,  describes  a  William  Pitt  medal  (No.  515)  as  follows:  obverse,  Gulid- 
mus  Pitt,  bust  of  Pitt  to  left.  Reverse :  the  inscription  in  ten  lines,  "  The  man  who 
having  saved  the  parent,  pleaded  with  success  for  her  children."  Struck  in  silver 
and  bronze.  Two  varieties  of  each  die  with  slight  differences  in  bronze.  Size  26. 
The  date  given  is  1766.  I  have  here  a  silver  medal  which  answers  precisely  to  this 
description,  but  which  is  an  imitation,  the  dies  of  which  were  cut  by  a  die-sinker 
of  this  city  and  medals  struck  from  them  at  No.  29  Rose  Street  on  a  large  screw 
press,  operated  by  a  German,  in  the  year  1863. 

It  was  about  this  time  that  the  so-called  copperheads,  or  war  tokens  were  being 
issued,  and  on  one  of  my  visits  to  his  establishment  for  specimens  of  these  tokens  I 
discovered  a  trial-piece  in  lead  of  this  medal  lying  at  the  base  of  the  press.  It  was 
hastily  taken  from  me,  but  I  saw  at  a  glance  its  character ;  it  was  a  revelation  to  me 
that  a  fraud  was  about  being  perpetrated  on  the  Numismatic  fraternity.  For  very 
good  reasons  I  kept  my  suspicions  to  myself,  and  in  an  apparently  unconcerned 
manner  requested  a  copy,  for  which  I  offered  a  fair  price.  My  offer  was  declined 
on  the  reasonable  ground  that  the  dies  were  not  his  property,  but  belonged  to  a 
gentleman  who  was  a  very  good  customer,  for  whom  he  did  a  great  deal  of  work 
(probably  of  the  same  nature),  who  paid  well  for  it  and  who  wanted  it  done  secretlj- . 
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Having  made  the  discovery,  I  was  determined  to  obtain  a  specimen  for  the  purpose 
of  proving  its  New  York  origin,  as  well  as  for  comparison  with  the  English  piece. 

I  called  the  following  day  and  handed  him  an  old,  smooth-worn  crown  of 
Charles  II.  of  England  and  requested  him  to  impress  the  dies  on  the  coin,  which  he 
reluctantly  accepted.  A  few  days  later  I  received  the  medal,  accompanied  by 
another  specimen  in  white  metal. 

No  doubt,  a  number  of  these  medals  have  found  their  way  into  the  cabinets  of 
Numismatists  throughout  the  country,  as  well  as  in  this  city,  who  may  be  deluded 
with  the  belief  that  they  possess  the  original  English  medal. 

With  the  slight  varieties  existing,  according  to  Mr.  Betts,  it  may  be  a  difficult 
matter  to  determine  which  is  the  early  and  which  the  late  production. 

It  is  possible  that  Mr.  Betts  may  have  been  deceived  with  the  imitation  and 
placed  it  on  record  as  a  variety  of  the  original. 

I  shall  be  pleased  if  any  member  of  this  Society  who  may  possess  one  of  these 
medals  will  bring  it  here  for  comparison,  as  I  shall  present  this  medal  to  the  Society 
for  this  purpose  and  for  identification. 


A  RARE  MEDAL. 

By  Edward  Groh. 

Obverse :  a  full  length  figure  of  Hercules  with  the  traditional  club  swung  over 
his  left  shoulder,  the  right  hand  pointing  downward  to  a  nearly  prostrate  figure  at 

his  feet ;  the  legend  reads  "  Behold  the 
Manual."  The  reverse  bears  the  in- 
scription "  Numismatist  for  valor,  to 
Gus." 

It  is  an  original  electrotype,  silver- 
plated,  size  19  (Am.  scale,  16ths  of  an 
inch). 

The  New  York  Sunday  Dispatch,  in 

the   year   1857,  contained    a   series   of 

articles  running  through  ten  or  a  dozen  numbers  of  that  paper,  entitled  "  Gleanings 

of  Coins,"  by  "  Gus,"  written  by  Mr.  Aug.  B.  Sage,  later  the  prime  mover  in  the 

organization  of  this  Society  and  its  first  corresponding  secretary. 

These  articles  contained  much  information  about  early  foreign  coins,  being  mainly 
extracts  from  English  works,  for  which  due  credit  was  given,  and  as  no  works  on 
American  Numismatics  existed  at  that  time  excepting  the  US.  Mint  Manual  Gus  used 
this  work  very  extensively,  quoting  largely  from  its  pages,  and  supplying  the  public 
with  such  other  information  on  American  coins  as  he  had  acquired  during  his  short 
career  in  this  field  of  knowledge,  and  for  a  short  time  Gus  had  the  field  to  himself. 
Then  there  appeared  on  the  scene  with  his  able  criticisms  and  caustic  remarks  that 
veteran  Numismatist,  Mr.  Charles  I.  Bushnell,  under  the  signature  of  "  Numismatist," 
who  scored  the  writer  and  his  great  authority,  the  U.  S.  Mint  Manual,  most  unmerci- 
fully, and  in  the  final  paper  indulged  in  so  much  sarcasm  that  the  editors  declined 
to  publish  the  papers  any  further. 

These  papers  were  read   with  much  interest,  contributing  greatly  to  the  craze 
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then  existing  of  coin  collecting,  and  brought  about,  in  a  great  measure,  the  acquaint- 
ance of  collectors,  resulting  eventually  in  the  organization  of  this  Society. 

This  controversy  ended  in  the  friendship  of  both  writers,  and  in  commemoration 
of  the  tilt  between  them  Mr.  Bushnell  caused  to  be  made  three  medals  alike  ;  one  was 
presented  to  the  editors  of  the  Sunday  Dispatch,  one  he  presented  to  Mr.  Aug.  B. 
Sage,  and  the  other  he  retained  for  his  own  collection.  Mr.  Sage  presented  his  copy 
to  this  Society  during  the  first  year  of  its  existence ;  what  has  become  of  the  other 
two  now,  I  do  not  know.  I  find  no  mention  of  Mr.  Bushnell's  copy  in  the  sale 
catalogue  of  his  collection. 


A  RARE  NEW  YORK  STORE  CARD. 

Obverse:  "Columbia  Garden,"  in  the  field  a  star  of  six  points.  Reverse:  an 
eagle  with  outstretched  wings,  shield  on  breast,  in  talons  arrows  and  olive  branch. 
Lead,  size  7.     No  locality  given. 

This  saloon  and  garden  was  situated  at  No.  200  and  200|  Bowery,  New  York 
City,  and  was  considered,  fifty  years  ago,  the  finest  of  its  kind  on  that  thoroughfare. 
The  sign  above  the  door  bore  the  name  "  Columbia  Garden,"  and  the  proprietor  was 
Joseph  E.  Ebling. 

The  star  on  the  obverse  resembles  that  on  the  little  three-cent  silver  piece  which 
made  its  appearance  in  1851,  and  as  soda  water  was  three  cents  a  glass  at  that  time, 
this  little  token  was  probably  a  check  for  that  amount. 

I  give  this  for  the  purpose  of  fixing  its  location. 


COMMUNICATIONS. 

LETTERS  RELATING  TO  THE  ACCEPTANCE  OF  HONORARY 

MEMBERSHIP  BY  HIS  MAJESTY  VICTOR  EMANUEL 

III.,  KING  OF  ITALY. 

EMBASSY  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES, 
ROME. 

March  20,  1901. 
Dear  Sir  : 

I  take  pleasure  in  sending  to  you  herewith  a  note  from  the  Minister  for  Foreign 
Affairs,  enclosing  a  letter  addressed  to  you  by  General  Ponzio-Vajlia,  of  the  Royal 
Household,  thanking  you  in  His  Majesty's  name,  for  informing  him  of  his  election  to 
honorary  membership  in  the  American  Numismatic  and  Archaeological  Society,  and 
accepting  the  honor  with  pleasure.  I  may  add,  as  a  detail  of  interest,  that  within  a 
day  or  two  Captain  Beehler,  Naval  Attache  of  this  Embassy,  was  received  by  the 
King,  and  in  the  course  of  conversation,  His  Majesty  referred  to  his  election  to  this 
Society  and  expressed  the  gratification  he  felt  at  the  attention.  Numismatics  had 
interested  him  from  boyhood,  and  he  had  made  a  collection  of  over  42,000  Italian 
coins. 

Very  truly  yours, 
(Signed)  C.  V.  L.  Myer. 

J.  Sanford  Saltus,  Esq., 

Corresponding  Secretary  of  the 

American  Numismatic  and  Archaeological  Society, 
New  York  Citv. 


Rome,  16  March,  1901. 

Mr.  Ambassador  : 

Replying  to  the  note  which  your  Excellency  was  pleased  to  address  to  me  on 
February  23d,  last,  I  have  to  inform  you  that  His  Majesty,  my  august  Sovereign,  has 
been  pleased  to  accept  the  election  as  honorary  member  offered  to  him  by  the 
American  Numismatic  and  Archaeological  Society  of  New  York. 

In  transmitting  to  your  Excellency,  herewith  enclosed,  the  official  letter  in  which 
His  Excellency,  the  Minister  of  the  Royal  Household,  makes  known  to  the  Secretary 
of  the  said  Society  the  Royal  decision,  I  have  the  honor  to  request  you  to  have  the 
courtesy  to  send  it  forward  to  its  destination. 

I  avail  myself  of  this  occasion  to  renew  to  you,  Mr.  Ambassador,  the  assurances 
of  my  highest  consideration. 

For  the  Minister, 

Malvano. 
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MlNISTERO  DELLA  R.   CaSA, 

Divisione  Prima, 
No.  2130. 

Roma,  10  marzo,  1901. 

Ebbi  dal  Ministero  degli  Affari  Estei'i  e  fu  mia  cura  di  presentare  a  Sua 
Maesta  II  Re  la  lettera  di  V.  S.  concernente  la  elezione  della  Maesta  Sua  a  Mem- 
bro  onorario  di  cotesta  insigne  Societa,  non  che  gli  esemplari  delle  relazioni  dei  lavori 
da  essa  compiuti  negli  anni  1899  e  1900. 

II  mio  Augusto  Sovrano  accettava  ben  volentieri  la  nomina  d'onore  conferita-Gli 
da  un'  Associazione,  di  cui  degnamente  apprezza  la  utilita  ed  i  meriti  scientifici. 

La  Maesta  Sua,  dicbiarandosi  lieta  di  poter  in  tal  modo  attestare  alia  Societa  la 
sua  simpatia  e  considerazione,  mi  commetteva  di  esprimere  a  quanti  vi  sono  ascritti 
cordiali  ringraziamenti  nel  Real  Nome  per  lo  spontaneo  e  gentile  atto  di  omaggio. 

Compio  il  grazioso  incarico  pel  cortese  mezzo  di  V.  S.,  non  senza  porgerle  ad  un 
tempo  i  sensi  di  mia  distinta  osservanza. 

Il  Ministro, 

E.  Ponzio-Vaglia. 
Al  Signor, 

Segretario  della  Societa 

Americana  di  Numismatica  e  di  Arcbeologia, 
New  York. 


translation. 

Ministry  of  the  Royal  Household, 
First  Division. 

Rome,  Marcb  10,  1901. 

I  received  from  tbe  Ministry  for  Foreign  Affairs  and  took  pains  to  present  to  His 
Majesty  tbe  King,  Your  Excellency's  letter  relative  to  tbe  election  of  His  Majesty 
as  honorary  member  of  tbat  distinguished  Society,  and  also  tbe  copy  of  tbe  report  of 
the  work  completed  during  the  years  1899-1900. 

My  august  Sovereign  willingly  accepted  the  honorary  nomination  conferred  upon 
him  by  an  Association  the  utility  and  scientific  merits  of  which  he  fully  appreciates. 

His  Majesty,  while  declaring  himself  happy  to  be  able  to  assure  the  Society  of 
his  sympathy  and  consideration,  charges  me  to  express  to  its  members  cordial  thanks 
in  the  Royal  name  for  the  spontaneous  and  courteous  act  of  homage. 

I  carry  out  the  gracious  charge  through  the  courtesy  of  Your  Excellency  not 
without  at  the  same  time  offering  you  the  assurance  of  my  distinguished  consideration. 

(Signed)  E.  PONZIO  VAJLIA  (The  Minister). 

To  the  Secretary  of  the 

American  Society  of  Numismatics  and  Archaeology, 

New  York. 


FORM    OF   BEQUEST. 


I  give  and  bequeath  unto  "The  American  Numismatic 
and  Archaeological  Society,  of  New  York  City,"  the  sum 
of : ,  dollars. 
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